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       Volume 21, No. 2, August 2009 
 

 

President’s Message 

 

As I prepare to make way for John Sherman, the incoming president of the WCMA, I’d like to 

thank all of you for the support you’ve given me during my one-year tenure as the titular head of 

this great organization.  It’s been terrific having the opportunity to work with you and better 

understand the challenges we all have in common. 

 

In my first newsletter message to you, I wrote that our common endeavor was ―all about building 

community, serving our customers, and yes  --  making a difference.‖  I hope, over the course of 

a difficult and economically turbulent year, those words still ring true in your ears. 

 

They do for me, although sinking revenues and rising public expectations certainly have made 

that ringing a bit more faint from time to time.  Nevertheless, we have forged ahead, done the 

hard work, and look forward to the day when resources and responsibilities come back into 

balance. 

 

Although we all hope that day comes sooner rather than later, we should all try to accept the 

current challenge in good humor.  After all, they don’t pay us the big bucks to make it all work 

when times are easy.  A lot of people can meet that challenge.  It’s the tough times that provide 

the true test. 

 

So, good luck in the coming year.  I look forward to working with all of you as the seasons come 

and go, and I will continue to take pride in a profession that attracts people of such exceptional 

quality and commitment.  

 

Thank you very much. 

 

Ben Yazici 

President, WCMA 

Sammamish City Manager  

 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Washington City/County Management Association  •  2601 Fourth Ave., Suite 800 • Seattle, WA 98121-1280 
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See you in Leavenworth! 

 
 

 
 

2009 WCMA Summer Conference 

August 18 - 21, 2009 

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth, Washington 

 

 

Need Advice or Help? 

 

What to do?  Call a Range Rider!!  Of course!  Lots and lots of experience to draw from.  And 

they’re more than willing to have their brains picked or to hold your hand.  They are: 

 

 Ron Bartels     Roger Crum      
 2201 Chambers Lake Lane SE  3406 S Grand Blvd., Apt. 312 

 Lacey, WA 98503-6935   Spokane, WA 99204 

 Phone:  (360) 438-5216   Phone:  (509) 363-0034 

 Cell phone:  (206) 948-4924   E-mail:  rdcrum@comcast.net 

 E-mail:  rangeriderwest@comcast.net  

 

Al Locke     Stan McNutt 
 PO Box 13     271 Ryan Loop 

 Allyn, WA 98524-0013   St. Maries, ID 83861-7111 

 Phone:  (360) 427-4271   Phone/Fax:  (208) 245-5043 

 E-mail:  aljeanynel@earthlink.net  E-mail:  rangerider@smgazette.com 

 

 

http://www.wccma.org/conferences/conferences.htm
mailto:rdcrum@comcast.net
mailto:rangeriderwest@comcast.net
mailto:aljeanynel@earthlink.net
mailto:rangerider@smgazette.com
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Editor’s Note: 

 

Is the information about you on the WCMA Roster correct?  Why not check it?  Now!  Take a 

look at your listing on the WCMA roster.  And if it’s not current and/or correct, please send what 

it should say right now!  We try to keep the roster current, but we do find lapses, both in 

members letting us know of changes, and in getting things we’re given up to date. 

 

Go to the roster at http://wccma.org.  Click on ―Membership‖, and then click on ―Directory‖.  

Put in your last name, click, and take a look.  If it’s okay, please let us know.  If it needs 

changing, let us know that, too, and how it should be changed.  After all, it’s your organization, 

and you should be able to control how you’re listed.  If, along the way, you stumble on 

something that is incorrect for you or for someone else, please send us an alert, and we’ll chase it 

down.  Send the results to Donita Knutson at dknutson@mrsc.org.  And thanks! 

 

Ron Bartels, editor 

WCMA News 

 

 

A Communications Note: 

 

Are you subscribed to the electronic communications function for WCMA?  Every so often we  

learn of a member of WCMA in good standing who isn’t for some reason.  The way to  

accomplish this is to check in with Donita at MRSC.  MRSC is the secretariat for WCMA.  And  

Donita Knutson at MRSC is the Executive Assistant, and in that position is the one who keeps  

various organization rosters and such things as authorizations to be on various web lists and  

e-mail directories for things like organizational notices and e-mailings of WCMA News.  In  

short, she’s a good person to know.  And she already knows many of you.  So give her a call or  

send her an e-mail to make sure you’re up-to-date and in line to get all items that may be of  

interest to you.  You can reach her at the general MRSC phone number, 206-625-1300, or  

outside the Seattle metropolitan area, she’s at 1-800-933-6772.  Her e-mail address is  

dknutson@mrsc.org. 

 

 

Of Special Note: 

 

Information from ICMA: 

Spread the News – New Early-Career Member Dues Rates 

Now entry-level to mid-management local government professionals (below department head 

level) can take advantage of the ICMA professional network with special flat dues rate for their 

first three years of membership 

 $150 year one  

http://wccma.org/
mailto:dknutson@mrsc.org
mailto:dknutson@mrsc.org
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 $175 year two  

 $200 year three.   

Students and interns membership is just $25 a year. 

This is just one more thing ICMA is doing to support the next generation of local government 

professionals by making it easier to join and take advantage of all the benefits ICMA 

membership offers. Visit icma.org/membership for more information about ICMA member 

benefits. 

 

David Limardi, city manager of Highland Park, Illinois, and president of ICMA, plans to attend 

the upcoming Northwest Management Conference.  Dr. Frank Benest, former city manager of 

Palo Alto, California, and now the ICMA senior advisor dealing with Next Gen also intends to 

be there.  Both will participate in the conference program.  And the new West Coast ICMA 

Director, Dave Mora, will also be attending. 

 

Recent Support of the ICMA Fund for Professional Management 

At the end of May, ICMA Executive Director Bob O’Neill asked each state association to 

commit to a 3-year pledge in support of the ICMA Fund for Professional Management. Started in 

1986, the Fund advocates on behalf of the council-manager form and professional local 

government management by supporting civic education initiatives and form of government 

campaigns.  

Based on each association’s giving history, they were asked to increase or renew their support, or 

make their first gift.  In addition, all associations were asked to encourage their members to make 

a $100 contribution in honor of the 100
th

 anniversary of the council-manager form of 

government, the celebration of which began at the recent ICMA Annual Conference in 

Richmond, Virginia. 

ICMA would like to thank the following associations for responding to this recent request by 

either donating or pledging a total of almost $45,000 to the Fund in the past several 

months. With their generous support, the Fund will continue as a valuable resource supporting 

civic education and professional local government management around the country. 

  

 Colorado City/County Management Association  

 Florida City and County Management Association  

 Georgia City/County Management Association  

 Illinois City/County Management Association  

 Indiana Municipal Management Association  

 Massachusetts Municipal Management Association  

 Minnesota City/County Management Association  

 National Association of County Administrators  

http://icma.org/membership
http://icma.org/benefits
http://www.icma.org/fund
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 New Hampshire Municipal Association  

 North Carolina City/County Management Association  

 Ohio City/County Management Association  

 City Management Association of Oklahoma  

 South Carolina City and County Management Association  

 Tennessee City Management Association  

 Texas City Management Association  

 Utah City Management Association  

 Virginia Local Government Management Association  

 Washington City/County Management Association  

 Wisconsin City/County Management Association  

ICMA also thanks the Leadership ICMA Class of 2008 for making a contribution to the Fund as 

they graduate from the program.  

To learn more about the fund’s work, visit icma.org/fund or contact Abigail Lundy, manager of 

fund development, at fund@icma.org or 202/962-3594. 

How Can You Help Sustain the Profession? 

Where do tomorrow’s managers come from? How do we identify them, bring them into the 

profession, and prepare them to lead? A majority of today’s managers cut their teeth with 

management internships. Yet with today’s tight budgets, many of these foundational positions 

have been cut – if they were even funded to begin with. 

Even if ICMA and its partners keep generating interest in the profession among students and 

career changers, they will move on if they can’t find a way to break-in to this career. While we 

can always try something new like reaching out through YouTube or MySpace to draw people in 

they, they need somewhere to land. ICMA, with NASPAA, NFBPA, and IHN, invite local 

government managers to create one- and two-year Local Government Management Fellowships, 

and hire candidates pre-screened by ICMA and partner members. 

What do I do next? 

To explore how mentoring a Fellow in your community can help you get important work done 

and build a bridge for the next generation, contact Rob Carty at rcarty@icma.org or 202/962-

3560. Visit icma.org/lgmf and select ―Host a Fellow‖ for answers to additional questions, to 

view work plans, to see past Fellow profiles, or to download an application. 

Also, consider sharing a Fellow with a nearby local government. This can help make the 

program more affordable and offer a unique experience for the Fellow while building and 

strengthening intergovernmental relationships. Several hosts have used a share model if you have 

questions about how to make that work. 

http://www.icma.org/fund
mailto:fund@icma.org
http://icma.org/lgmf
mailto:rcarty@icma.org
http://icma.org/lgmf


WCMA News   Page 6                                                          August 2009 

Finalist applications will be available for local governments in January 2009 for summer 

placement (upon graduation), so join now. Joining does not obligate you to hire if you cannot 

find a suitable match. 

 Gain access to top MPA/MPP graduates, pre-screened by managers  

 Complete important projects  

 Sustain the profession  

 Prepare your community for the future  

 Help someone make a difference! 

ICMA Appoints Senior Advisor on Next Generation Initiatives 

At the ICMA's 94th annual conference in Richmond, Virginia, Executive Director Bob O'Neill 

announced that ICMA has engaged Dr. Frank Benest, former city manager of Palo Alto, 

California, as its new senior advisor on Next Generation Initiatives. 

According to O'Neill, "The purpose of this new role is to assist ICMA staff, state associations, 

and other affiliate groups in crafting next generation programs that will accelerate the 

development of emerging leaders and attract new talent to local government careers. Frank is 

ideally suited to help promote these strategic goals given his successes in championing next 

generation efforts over the past eight years and his service on the ICMA board." 

As senior advisor, Benest will continue to serve as the co-chair of the Cal-ICMA Coaching 

Program and work to expand next generation programs and services across the country. Benest 

stated that he is excited about the opportunity to collaborate at all levels of the profession in 

preparing the next generation of local government managers. 

Frank can be reached at frank@frankbenest.com or 650/444-6261. 

 

Credentialing 

 

The number from Washington is growing.  The current roster of those who have received the 

credential recognition are: 

 

Washington 
 

Ronald E. Bartels, Range Rider and Senior Advisor  

Neal J. Beets  

Ron S. Bergman  

David M Campbell, Assistant City Manager, City of Longview  

Duane R. Cole, County Manager, County of Clatsop, Oregon 

William B. Elliott  

Mark E. Hoppen (Retired) 

David W. Johnston, City Manager, City of Maple Valley  

http://icma.org/nextgen
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?bcid=351&hsid=9&ssid1=2677&ssid2=2678
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?bcid=351&hsid=9&ssid1=2677&ssid2=2678
mailto:frank@frankbenest.com
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Leon Kos, City Administrator, City of Issaquah  

Derek M. Matheson, City Manager, City of Covington  

William R. McDonald, City Administrator, City of Dupont  

Patrick J. McDonnell, City Manager, City of Vancouver  

David R. Mercier, City Manager, City of Spokane Valley  

Kent A. Myers, City Manager, City of Port Angeles  

Andrew E. Neiditz, City Manager, City of Lakewood  

Lynn K. Nordby, Public Policy and Management Consultant, MRSC 

Douglas J. Schulze, City Manager, City of Normandy Park  

John F. Sherman, City Supervisor, City of Pullman  

Patrick F. Sorensen, City Manager, City of Centralia  

James M. Southworth  

Craig R. Ward, City Manager, City of SeaTac  

Ronald K. Wilde 

 

It isn’t all that difficult to do.  So how about going to the ICMA website and finding out the 

process and taking that big step?  There’s no time like the present! 

 

And speaking of ICMA Credentialing, ICMA University recently released a summary of the 

Applied Knowledge Assessment information for Washington.  The chart of those results appears 

below.  Interestingly, Washington overall appears to be slightly higher in its various comparative 

results than the national averages. 

 

Become recognized as being an ICMA Credentialed Manager isn’t hard at all.  And most 

WCMA members already do things such as attend training sessions and/or conferences that will 

more than meet the requirements for continued self-improvement and education.  Hopefully, 

over time, more and more WCMA folks will take the time to enter the program.  Information is 

available on the ICMA website at http://icma.org.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
ICMA Applied Knowledge Assessment Results 

Participant Summary 
Through June 14, 2009 

 
 

STATE: Washington 

http://icma.org/
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Toll-Free ICMA Phone Number Available 

As an added member benefit, ICMA’s toll-free telephone line—800/745-8780—is now 

available for direct access to ICMA’s customer service staff, who are ready to answer your 

questions about membership, publications, and other services. The toll-free line is available in 

the United States, Canada, and the Caribbean. Members in the D.C area and those from other 

countries should call 202/962-3680 with membership questions or 202/289-4262 for calls not 

related to membership. 
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Navigating the Fiscal Crisis Presentation from ICMA and 

Alliance for Innovation Available 

Robert O'Neill, executive director, ICMA, and Karen Thoreson, president/chief operating 

officer, Alliance for Innovation, discussed the impact of the current downturn on local 

governments at the ICMA regional summits held in four locations around the country. 

They shared research conducted by the Alliance for Innovation, a partnership of ICMA, 

the Innovation Groups, and Arizona State University, to examine past fiscal downturns 

to identify strategies that local government leaders can use to navigate the current 

challenge. 

Check out their PowerPoint presentation and thanks to the city of Oak Brook, Illinois, the online video of the 

Navigating the Fiscal Crisis session held at ICMA's Midwest Regional Summit in March 2009. The discussion 

is based on the original white paper Navigating the Fiscal Crisis: Tested Strategies for Local Government 

Leaders that the Alliance developed. 

Also visit ICMA's economic crisis Web page at icma.org/economiccrisis that pulls useful 

information together in one place and includes selected fee-based resources available 

for free to members. 

Have you used your Economic Crisis E-Debit Card yet? The E-Debit Card provides 

ICMA Full members in service to U.S. local governments with a $200 credit and Affiliate 

members in service with a $100 credit to use toward your membership renewal, ICMA 

Annual Conference registration, or ICMA University events or programs. (Visit 

icma.org/debitcard for the full details.) 

 

ICMA Newsletter excerpt: 

 
From Volume 90, Issue 16, August 3, 2009 

ICMA Annual Conference Most Popular Use of Economic Crisis E-
Debit Card 

As of July 23, 494 U.S. members in service had redeemed $92,000 from their Economic 

Crisis E-Debit Card, which gave them $100 to $200 to use toward their ICMA  

membership renewal or professional development. 

http://icma.org/main/ld.asp?ldid=20859&hsid=10&tpid=16&stid=151
http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5266247/13892557
http://icma.org/whitepaper
http://icma.org/whitepaper
http://icma.org/economiccrisis
http://icma.org/debitcard
http://icma.org/debitcard
http://icma.org/debitcard
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The most popular use was for the ICMA Annual Conference, with 356 members 

redeeming a total of $68,252 off their registration fee. The next highest usage was for 

membership renewal with 128 members receiving a total of $22,373 off their 

membership dues. 

This unique new member benefit is part of ICMA's commitment to help members 

through these difficult economic times. To see the full details, visit icma.org/debit card. 

To explore the latest information about the ICMA conference to be held September 13-

16, 2009, in Montréal, Québec, Canada, visit icma.org/conference2009. Highlights of 

the conference include special educational session tracks on "The Economy: Doing the 

Best with Less" and "Redefining Services in Challenging Times." 

To Go or Not to Go: Positioning the ICMA Annual Conference 

It s been a challenging year, hasn t it? The layoffs, furlough days, budget cuts, and 

out-of-state travel restrictions your local government has imposed may be so severe 

that attending the ICMA Annual Conference in Montreal, September 13-16, seems 

unlikely. Before you decide to forego the conference, however, consider the following: 

 You need professional development now more than ever.  It’s important to lead by 

example and for that reason alone, it may make sense for you to refrain from travelling, 

particularly if your organization has placed restrictions on such expenses. It’s also critical 

for leaders to be fully armed with the insight and information they need to guide their 

organizations through tough times. This year’s ICMA Annual Conference program is 

packed with outstanding keynotes on sustainability, economic viability during 

challenging times, and workforce development  issues, plus dozens of relevant 

workshops, sessions, field demonstrations, and educational exhibits—just the kind of 

information you need most right now.  

 You can use your conference attendance as a family vacation. A few of you have told 

us that in this economic climate, even using personal funds to attend the conference could 

stir up controversy. But the ICMA Annual Conference can help you renew and recharge 

so that you’re energized to take on the toughest challenges. The conference also can be a 

great way to reconnect with your partner and kids after you spend the day learning about 

ways to improve your local operations.  

 You can get out in front of any ñbad pressò before it surfaces. If you secure the 

support of your elected officials to attend the conference, explain to constituents how  

http://icma.org/debitcard
http://icma.org/conference2009


WCMA News   Page 11                                                          August 2009 

much the conference will cost your city, town, or county; where the money will come 

from; whether you are using personal funds to subsidize your attendance; and why this 

type of expenditure is cost effective to your community.  

 You can use your ICMA e-debit card toward your conference registration. Full and 

affiliate members in service to a U.S. local government recently received an e-debit card 

to help them underwrite the cost of professional development... Use those funds toward 

your conference registration and explain to your constituents that those funds were made 

possible through your professional membership in ICMA.  

 You can fly into Burlington, Vt.; Plattsburgh, N.Y.; or many other destinations to 

save on travel expenses. As of July 28, a roundtrip ticket from Atlanta, Ga., to 

Burlington, Vt. (a two-hour drive to Montreal), can cost you as little as $200 with one 

stop, compared with $426 roundtrip with one stop to fly into the conference host city. 

Flying into and out of Plattsburgh, N.Y. (just a little over an hour’s drive to Montreal) 

from Atlanta could cost you as little as $233 roundtrip with one stop. Carpooling with 

other members can mean a $200 to $300 savings, or one to two nights’ stay in one of the 

conference hotels.  

 You can ñbunkò with a colleague to save even more. Sure, you haven’t shared a room 

at the conference since you were a management intern, but cutting your hotel bill in half 

could make conference attendance a reality! In the first issue of the conference e-

newsletter, we encouraged you to think about your colleagues in transition; they may be 

in a position to help subsidize at least some of your travel costs in exchange for an 

opportunity to attend the annual conference.  

 You can e-mail, blog, or Twitter while attending the conference to tell constituents 

what youôve learned as youôre learning it. Letting the folks back home know you’re 

taking your conference attendance seriously by sending them a summary of what you’ve 

learned each day goes a long way toward helping them understand the true value of this 

outstanding event.  

 You should spread the word about what you learned and its relevance to your 

community.  

Whether itôs issuing a press release upon your return or implementing the ideas you pick up, connecting the 

dots between what you learn and your conference attendance is important. Keep a journal while at the 

conference. Then use this information to develop an article for publication on your Web site, your local 

government newsletter, and your local paper that describes the specific workshops and sessions you 

attended and what you learned during each. Be sure to give a full report to your elected officials, including 

any cost-saving ideas you may have picked up along the way. You may, for example, want to highlight 

ICMAôs Annual Award recipients by noting how their innovations may be applied in your community. 

Don t miss the opportunity to demonstrate the value of your ICMA membership to your 

elected officials, residents, and local media. For information on ICMA s 95th Annual 

Conference in Montreal, review your preliminary conference program packet, or 

visit icma.org/conference2009. 

 

http://icma.org/conference2009
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Are you going to Montreal later this year? 

 

Remember, that’s the location for the upcoming ICMA Annual Conference. 

 

Yes, many places are necessarily trimming budgets.  But should travel and conferences be the 

best place to start? 

 

Here’s some information about it. 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 

¶ Tough times are no time to cut back on the high-quality professional development and 
networking you and your jurisdiction need to deal with the current economic crisis.  With 
nearly 100 concurrent educational sessions, field demos, Solutions Track sessions, 
Marketplace Roundtables, and other professional development opportunities, the ICMA 
Annual Conference provides you with ideas and strategies that can be put into action as 
soon as you return to your office.   

 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀttend an ICMA annual 
conference? Is your attendance viewed as just a vacation? A chance to see a new city on the 
mǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛƳŜΚ hǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ-effective opportunity to gain knowledge, insights, 
strategies, and contacts that will help you lead your community during these very uncertain 
times? From a pure business sense, there should be an economic gain on your investment 
from attending the conference. If you value the long-term professional benefits that can be 
realized, personally paying for some or all of the cost may be the answer and could 
demonstrate to your governing body that you are seriously committed to your 
development, your pǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

Robert Kiely, city manager, Lake Forest, Illinois  
2009 Conference Planning Committee Chairman, in the March 2 ICMA Newsletter 

 

¶ L/a! !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
communities thousands of dollars from just one idea that they picked up during an 
educational session or other conference program. 

 
άI have frequently returned from an ICMA conference with one or two new ways to think 
about a program or problem with which our city has been struggling. Sometimes those 
ideas have come from a presenter, sometimes  
 
 
from a vendor, and sometimes from an informal discussion with a manager from another 
state.έ 

Mark Levin, city administrator, Maryland Heights, Missouri 
2009 Conference Planning Committee Member  
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¶ Successfully navigating a city, town, or county through these stressful times of budget cuts 
that can require a person to terminate colleagues and friends is draining.  Attendance at the 
ICMA Annual Conference can be a time of personal renewal and reflection and an 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

 
άaȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ L/a! ŎƻƴŦŜǊence experience re-energized my spirit. At that event and each ICMA 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴƛƴƎ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻŀǊŜŘΦέ 

James A. Bennett, city administrator, Lewiston, Maine  
2008 Conference Planning Committee Chairman 

WAYS TO KEEP EXPENSES LOW  
 

¶ Exchange rate: .Ŝǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΗ  !ǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀǊŎƘΣ prices in U.S. dollars are 78% of 
what they are in Canadian dollars. That means for every dollar you spend in Montreal, 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ϷΦтуΦ A room in one of the conference co-headquarters hotels 
that lists for $184/night in Canadian dollars, for example, will actually only cost you $142.  
Because of this favorable exchange rate, the Montreal conference could be more affordable 
for many members than some conferences in the U.S. 

¶ Registration fees: Held at 2008 prices and include $35 Welcoming Reception ticket! (See 
below for details concerning additional discounts).  For lowest rates, register by or before 
July 6 and take advantage of the $25 discount for online registration fee 

¶ Hotels:  Potential attendees may want to consider sharing a hotel room to stretch their 
dollars. Using the example of a four-night stay in the room that lists for $184 CN/$142 U.S. 
(roughly $568 base), an attendee could save $284 U.S. by sharing with another person. 

Members can use the conference discussion forum at http://forums.icma.org to 
connect with other attendees who are interested in sharing expenses 

¶ Transportation:  Some members may want to consider flying into Burlington, Vermont, 
renting a car with a group of people, and driving to Montreal to save costs. Or, you may find 
that a direct flight from an alternative airport a  

 
 
 
 
 

few miles away from where you normally fly out of can save you a bundle. Use the online 
travel reservation sites (e.g., Orbitz, Travelocity) to test various scenarios and options. 

¶ Food: Free exhibit hall lunches Monday and Tuesday. Full spectrum of eating opportunities 
ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άŎƘƛŎ ōǳǘ ŎƘŜŀǇέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ /ƛǘȅ 

 
 
2009 REGISTRATION FEES 

¶ Early-bird registration fees (by or before July 6) are: 
 Members: $565 online/$590 paper  

http://forums.icma.org/
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 Nonmembers: $1,000 online/$1,025 paper 
 
Complimentary registration for:  
 Student and Honorary Members  
 Range Riders  

 
Registration discounts for:  
 Members in the conference region (Canada and U.S. border states Maine, New 

Hampshire, New York, and Vermont) attending their first conference ($200 discount)  
 Members outside North America attending their first conference (50% discount)  
 Retired Members ($150 fee)  
 Life Members ($150 fee)  
 Full-time academics ($230 fee)  
 Non-member managers attending their first conference and registering as a result of 

special promotions encouraging current members to promote the conference  
 Early-career professionals, defined as Affiliate Members with 3 years or fewer as a 

member ($300 discount). 
 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
 Four outstanding keynote plenary sessions 
 Nearly 50 concurrent educational sessions 
 A dozen special sessions and events 
 ICMA University forums and workshops 
 Educational exhibits and solutions track sessions 
 Marketplace Roundtable discussions 
 Special sessions 
 Field demonstrations highlighting the best of the host city of Montréal 

 

¶ All educational sessions, general sessions, registration, and exhibits, will take place at the 
tŀƭŀƛǎ ŘŜǎ /ƻƴƎǊŝǎ ŘŜ aƻƴǘǊŞŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ .ǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŘŜƳos, 
and athletic events will originate there 

 

¶ Theme Tracks 
 The EconomyτDoing the Best with Less 
 Redefining Services in Challenging Times 
 Leading Practices and Policies for a Sustainable World 
 Workforce IssuesτNurturing Your Greatest Resource 
 Personal Issues Facing Local Government Managers 

 

¶ Sessions are also being developed specifically for: 
 ICMA Credentialed Managers 
 Small community managers 
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 Assistant managers  
 Early-career professionals 

 
IMPORTANT GENERAL REMINDERS 

¶ The 2009 online housing bureau will again open simultaneously with online conference 
registration on June 1, 2009.   

¶ The preliminary program/pre-registration packet will be mailed in late May 

¶ Language is no barrier; despite ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ extensive use of French, most are bilingual  

¶ Conference attendees will need a passport to travel to and from Montreal, so folks should 

apply for or update their paperwork as soon as possible. Visit http://travel.state.gov/passport 

for more information. 
From ICMA Newsletter for July 20, 2009: 

 

 

And this just in (late on August 6, 2009) 

 

Editor’s Note:  This information just came in from ICMA.  Above, it was noted that after August 

14, there was a cutoff for the conference.  And the price would go up.  That has just changed.  

Here’s what just came in: 

August 14 Conference Cut-Off Is No More! 

The registration fee for the 2009 ICMA Annual Conference in Montreal will no longer increase after 

August 14. Instead, the current rate of $685 for members ($665 online) and $1,085 for nonmembers 

remains valid through onsite registration. Sign up today!  

Read more . . .  

 

Can’t Come to Montreal? Let ICMA Come to You! 

Can't leave town? Bring ICMA to your organization through your computer! Register today for our first 

virtual conference, September 14-15. 

Read more . . .  

 

An Interesting Note: 

The following item appeared recently in the daily ICMA e-mail news summary.  Some of you 

will remember Joe Painter as the city manager of Kennewick, Washington, between 1976 and 

1989. 

ICMA Member Expelled For Serving As Mayor And City Administrator. 

The San Antonio Express-News (6/5, MacCormack) reported that Castroville, Texas, City Administrator Joe Painter's 

additional role as elected mayor of Live Oak, Texas, led to a recent public censure and membership expulsion from 

ICMA. Painter "appeared at the ICMA board's quarterly meeting Saturday, May 29, in Annapolis, Maryland, to 

http://icma.org/conference2009
http://www.icma.org/main/ns.asp?nsid=4776
http://links.mkt700.com/ctt?kn=25&m=4125250&r=MjAzMjI0NTUyMQS2&b=0&j=MTIzNzY0ODM0S0&mt=1&rt=0
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unsuccessfully appeal the decision recommended in February by the group's professional standards committee. He 

disputes the findings that his two jobs, in cities located 40 miles apart, violated the ethical guidelines of the 9,000-

member group and may undermine public confidence in it." Painter noted that he "was Castroville's interim city 

administrator when he was elected Live Oak mayor, and that he didn't lose the 'interim' title until last fall." Painter 

"said he opted to stay in both posts because he's equally committed to serving his constituents in Live Oak and 

Castroville."  

 

The moral of the story is: 

 

WATCH YOUR ETHICS!! 
 

 

A special report: 

 

The Polish Connection 

 

Polish Partnership Notes 
 

This is another in a continuing series of notes about the collaboration between WCMA and 

Polish Partners, and Washington Cities and Polish Partner Cities. 

 

 

The collaborations are between WCMA and Polish counterpart organizations, the Forum of 

Sekretarze and the Foundation for the Support of Local Democracy.  This collaboration links 

professionals, and is mutually supportive.  A recent example of this cooperation is the Spring 

visit of two Polish local government professionals to Washington and their participation in the 

NW City Management Spring Conference in Vancouver.  Ms. Anna Broda and Mr. Boguslaw 

Krukowski enjoyed their March visit and found it professionally and personally rewarding.  

Thanks to all concerned for the excellent hospitality and welcome accorded to our professional 

counterparts.  In May, I did a return visit to the Holy Cross province region, and provided a 

featured presentation at a joint training session of the Forum and Foundation.  So this 

professional collaboration flourishes. 

 

On the community partnership side, this May marked the fifth anniversary of the signing of a 

partnership agreement between the City of Camas and three Polish localities.  Camas sent a 

delegation  --  including our Mayor, a Councilmember and City Attorney and others  --  to the 

celebration.  The full visit was a delight.  The May 2
nd

 actual ceremonies drew attention from the 

regional media, as well as attendance by citizens and officials.  It was very dignified and relaxed 

social time followed the official session.  I was called upon to make a brief speech.  For this talk, 

I used a structure of a talk which proved comfortable and seemed well received.  The structure is: 

―My story, our story, our challenge, and our hope‖.  I heard of this useful structure by watching 

events on the US national stage, and attribute this model to Mr. Marshall Ganz.  The speech 

which I gave in Zabierzow on May 2
nd, 

may therefore have interest for both its ―partnership 
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communities‖ content, and for its model structure.  The speech was well received by the 

audience in Poland, and was picked up in the regional media as well.  The text follows: 

 

Speech on the occasion of the fifth anniversary celebration of the partnership 
between the partner cities of Morawica, Krapkowice and Zabierzow, Poland, and 
Camas and Hillsboro, USA 

 
Remarks by Lloyd Halverson, City Administrator, City of Camas, Washington, 
USA, and US side coordinator of the Partner Cities  Collaboration    
 
Delivered  May 2, 2009, in Zabierzow 

 
Mayor Burtan, Honored Guests, Partners and Friends:    

 
Greetings! 

 
In behalf of our delegation from the USA, I want to again say to our hosts:  thank 
you for the kind reception, and for Polish Hospitality. 
 
The fifth anniversary of the signing of the Partnership agreement is a fitting time 
for remarks.  I would like to speak on a four part theme which relates to this 
celebration of our partnership.  The parts can be summmarized as:  my story, our 
story, our challenges and our hopes. 
 
Let me start with a short version of  òmy storyò.  I have been interested in this 
region of Central  Europe and its people, history, languages, and culture since 
my university days.  My most abiding intertest in Centeral Europe is of course my 
wife Ulrike, who was born and raised in Vienna.  She has been a great supporter 
of all my efforts, including the partnership work.  Thank you, Ulrike. 
 
Central Europe has a difficult history, and yet a hopeful history.  The Polish case 
is most interesting.  This is because of Polandôs leadership role, the spiritual 
base of your movement, and the transformation.  The dramatic change of a  
society in one generationðwithout violenceðis an inspiration.  Simply amazing.  
I have been especially fascinated by the quality of hope which I have witnessed 
in the lives of Polish people.  I saw this essence of hope in contact with Polish 
people during the time of my work with the Local Government Partnership 
Program (LGPP), in 1998-99.  I continue to see it in the lives of people, 
communities and families.  I observe hope in the education of the young, the 
investment in modern infrastructure, in an improving environment, progress in 
transparency of government, promotion of art and culture, and many other ways.   
I have witnessed this hope at work, and you can feel it here.  So my story is of 
many visits and some work here in Poland and Central Europe.  I draw 
continuing inspiration from this. 
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Second is ñour storyòðone of shared effort, partnerships and friendships.  
Much of this is well known and other speakers today have described the 
activities. Therefore, I will not repeat this information in any detail.   Key 
achievements include the English Language Summer School, artistic 
collaboration, local government cooperation and exchanges.  Many of you have 
participated and know the rewards of these activities.  These living examples of 
cooperation form ñour storyò. 
 
Third is the subject of ñour challengeò.  Our challenge is to renew our hopes 
and partnerships, to help them flourish and prosper into the future.  To continue 
programs which have been very successful, and to try new ones.  We will need 
to make the activities open and flexible to attract the ñnext generationò to these 
efforts.  It will be good to further expand the programs to better include the 
German, Czech and Ukrainian ñcousinsò, where feasible. 
 
Lastly, about our hopes.  Hope is something which attracts me to Central 
Europe, Poland, the partner communities and the friends.  I saw it dramatically in 
1998-99, and have continued to see it in the lives of communities and families.  
The quality of hope, to me, is the active belief that the lives of our children and 
grandchildren can be better.  This applies to families, and to communities.  As 
Vaclav Havel points out, hope is not a calculation of the likelihood of success of a 
particular project or activity.  It is a heartfelt, active belief; a quality of character; a 
working faith in our own ability to shape and improve our lives, and lives of the  
 
next generation.  As I have known Polish people better and more personally, I 
can see hope especially clearly in the investment of time, energy, funds and 
ambition in the education of the next generations.  I see it in building 
infrastructure and a good economy, in fostering the arts and culture, and in 
learning languages.  Indeed, I see active hope in the activities of the partnerships 
which we celebrate here today. 
   
So, to conclude, our hope is to renew the partnerships and the friendships.  
Our hope is that in a big world with lots of big problems, we can draw inspiration 
from what we are doing in our ñsmall worldò.  Central Europe and Poland show us 
examples of transformation of society, historic forgiveness and reconciliation, and 
hopeful investment in the future.  I have seen it here!   I have been inspired by 
famous words spoken in this land; when we were called to ñrenew the face of the 
earthò.   Let us go forward from this day of celebration to renew our partnerships 
and our friendships.   

 
Thank you.      

 

The next step in collaboration is a September visit to the US by a delegation of nine 

representatives of Polish  partner cities and counterpart professionals.  Bill MacDonald, and Rich 

Yukubousky have joined me in the detailed planning of the visit.  We welcome participation, so 

contact any of the three of us about it. 
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And now, the news: 

 

Region 1, Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap & Mason Counties 

Lynn Nordby, Public Policy and Management Consultant, MRSC 

lnordby@mrsc.org 

 

Mark Dombroski, city manager, Bainbridge Island, reports:  

 

The citizens of Bainbridge Island voted on May 19
th

 the change the city’s form of government 

from mayor/council to council/manager.  The vote was certified by Kitsap County auditor on 

June 3
rd

.  As a result, I was sworn in on June 3
rd

 as the city’s first city manager, after serving as 

city administrator for the last 14 months.  We’ve been diligently working on a number of 

transition issues  --  I’ve received help from a number of WCMA members and our range riders 

on this matter and it’s been a much appreciated. 

   

The city is at 60% design in its downtown utility reconstruction project.  We hope to be going to 

bid in the late fall and construction to begin in spring 2010.  In addition to replacing the water, 

storm and sanitary sewer systems we will be undergrounding power and improving both 

motorized as well as non-motorized transportation infrastructure.  We’ve been able to secure 

more than $7M in grants and LID support for this $11.5M project. 

 

A recent sewage spill off the Bainbridge Island shore was attributed to aging infrastructure in 

the harsh marine environment.  The ductile iron pipe was installed in the 1970s and is reaching 

the end of its useful life.  We will be studying the system and making recommendations in our 

capital facilities plan on replacing the pipes in the near future.  The system was originally built 

with EPA grant funding and replacing it will be an expensive effort for our ratepayers. 

The city also recently settled an 8 year old class action law suit with the Home Builders’ 

Association over its permit fees.  The city initially prevailed in the matter but it was appealed and 

referred back to Superior Court.  The Appeals Court ruled that the city should have had the 

burden of proof rather than the Home Builders’ Association.  The case settled just prior to the 

start of the second trial. 

 

In financial matters, I’m seeing our revenues stabilize over the last few months with a few hints 

of very modest improvement over our forecast; especially in sales tax, property tax and real 

estate excise tax.  I don’t anticipate any real improvement in our overall condition until the later 

part of 2010, as we build our reserves following the significant spending reductions in 2008 and 

2009.  Clearly, no bad news is the best good news we can hope for. 

 

Dave O’Leary, city administrator, Shelton, reports: 

 

Later this year we will complete our satellite wastewater treatment plant.  We have also 

completed the second basin in our I&I basin program.  Finally, we are planning to start an 

upgrade to our main sewer plant, and constructing a new pump station in order to remove a 

sewer line from a local creek bottom. 

mailto:lnordby@mrsc.org
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We have also just secured USDA funding for our reconstructed fire station.  This will essentially 

be a new facility except for an historic section that will be saved.  Our recent bid on the project 

was just over $3 million or $700,000 under the architect's estimate. 

 

BPA is offering energy saving grants and we are working to secure their assistance for the 

equipment in our capital projects.  

 

Regardless of our capital project successes, our general fund budget is in very poor condition.  

Through proactive management of our finances, starting 2 years ago, we have managed to avoid 

significant layoffs over the past 2 years, but this could change in 2010.  Of course, we are 

starting to analyze the potential impacts of I-1033, including ways to manage around it  --   

assuming it passes. 

  

 

Region 2, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pacific & Thurston Counties 

Merlin MacReynold, City Manager, City of Chehalis 

mmacreynold@ci.chehalis.wa.us 

 

From Chehalis, city manager Merlin MacReynold reports that like almost all cities in 

Washington, they are in the throws of a significant shortfall in projected revenues for the year.   

 

They continue to seek to reduce expenditures and yet maintain services as much as possible.  The 

fire department IAFF (International Association of Fire Fighters) has agreed to take furloughs 

and the management personnel have been taking one day a month as a furlough day for the past 

three months.  Most recently they have given lay-off notices to four employees.  Merlin 

continues to hope that the state and local economy will begin to show signs of turning around. 

 

A major road widening project at Chamber Way will be finished in a couple weeks and all of 

Lewis County will be happy about that.  This overpass and off-ramp provides the main access to 

the Twin City Town Center that is right off I-5.  This center is a regional commercial center that 

is a mainstay for the city’s sales tax revenues.  The public works director Tim Grochowski and 

Merlin will both be very glad when it is done. 

 

An independent analysis done by FCS Group was recently completed concerning a possible 

annexation of the industrial area to the south.  This would have increased the land area of the city 

by over a third.  Unfortunately, it did not pencil out in the near future and so that annexation has 

been put on hold. 

 

Approximately a year and a half ago the Chehalis began a city-wide master planning effort that 

just last month was unanimously approved by the city council:  Chehalis Renaissance.  

Beckwith and Associates were the consultants that worked with the city on the plan.  It was a 

very exciting project and it actively engaged much of the community and they now have a 

roadmap of projects and actions to improve out city over the next 25 years. 

 

mailto:mmacreynold@ci.chehalis.wa.us
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Additionally, they have been negotiating with the police and non-uniformed unions for about two 

years.  It has been an intense and frustrating process and the economic downturn has not helped.  

Merlin recently hired Brian Baker, attorney, to be the lead on negotiations for the city and he has 

done very well for them to date. 

 

Unfortunately Merlin will be missing the WCMA Summer Conference.  It looks to be a very 

good conference and the subject of sustainability is very timely and important to all of us.  

Merlin and his wife are headed off to Scotland July 20
th

 and do not return till August 6
th

.  They 

will be there for their first time there; Merlin reports that he will be able to spend some time with 

his chief, Ranald Macdonald, Captain of Clanranald and exploring the area that his family is 

from in the Highlands. 

 

And  Yelm sends the following report: 

 

Yelm is affected by the national economic situation, but overall has managed to weather the 

storm better than some other communities.  However, Yelm is not completely immune from the 

tough times.  To keep finances on target, the city was forced to layoff six city employees as of 

September 30
th

.  Staff members affected are from the community development, police, public 

works, and executive departments. 

 

The good news is that new businesses continue to view Yelm as an attractive and potentially 

prosperous place to set up shop.  Recent additions to our business community include a Mexican 

restaurant serving Tex-Mex style food and an Irish pub.  The two businesses reoccupied vacant 

buildings and fill gaps left by businesses which closed some time ago. 

 

Stimulus money to battle the problem of foreclosed houses was granted to Yelm to the tune of 

$640,505.  The city will use the funds to administer a down-payment assistance program of up to 

$40,000 for qualifying families who purchase a bank-owned home inside city limits. 

 

Yelm was able to acquire funds from the legislature to complete the restrooms and concession 

stand at Longmire Park, an athletic complex which attracts many visitors to the area.  A major 

state transportation project was also partially funded which will build a portion of the Yelm 510 

Loop, a project 20 years on the drawing board.  Bid packets are expected to go out early fall for 

construction in 2010.  Completion of the 1.1-mile section of the loop will greatly alter the driving 

experiences and habits of those who live in and around the city. 

 

The Yelm Prairie Line Trail, which connects the Chehalis Western Trail to residents on the north 

side of the city, was dedicated in March.  The project creates safe pedestrian access to the center 

of the city for school children and provides another recreational opportunity in the area. 

 

Legal challenges by JZ Knight related to water rights and development within Yelm continue at 

the Washington State Court of Appeals.  As the case moves through the courts, many cities with 

similar water issues hold tight waiting to see what happens.  Unfortunately, the dispute is costly 

to the taxpayers and takes a toll on staff.  Not all cities will face the same hyperbole from an 

outside interest group, but taxpayers lose when a local government is caught between conflicting 

state goals such as the Growth Management Act and the issuance of new water rights. 
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Region 3, Clark, Cowlitz, Skamania & Wahkiakum Counties 

Lloyd Halverson, City Administrator, City of Camas 

lhalverson@ci.camas.wa.us 

 

ñEverybodyôs Talkôin ó bouté. 

Canôt hear a thing Iôm sayingé 

Must be the (budget) shadows on my mindò. 

 

Greetings from Southwest Washington, where our group of professionals are stable in their toil 

and travail, focused on budget.     

 

Seems like the budget season has started early this year.  Mirroring a soft economy and a real 

plunge in new construction, revenues are off.  Sales taxes have down, REET is way down, 

building permits are few, and property taxes are one-percent constrained.  Not a pretty picture. 

Let me illustrate the building element of this with numbers of single family permits issued in 

Camas.   For a five year period, through 2006, we issued a rather steady average of 300 permits  

 

per year for new homes.  For 2007, the number fell to about 120.  This year, we are on a track 

pointing to a 60—80 permit year.  Quite a change, which ripples through the revenue streams. 

 

It seems we are adjusting, and the budget process is underway with more and less 

―gamesmanship‖ depending of the locality.  At the end, there will be adopted budgets.   Our 

adjustment at Camas will likely be a 2009 general fund budget which is less than the 2008 

authorization.  Our general fund reserves will decline from comfortable to nervous levels.  The 

community overall is prosperous, and the city has available unused revenue options.  However, 

the council has no apparent current appetite for new general fund taxes.  My sense is the 

expenditure side will need searing reduction before the ―powers that be‖ and the community 

seriously consider a revenue side solution to our structural dilemma. 

 

The Southwest Washington crew is intact, and apparently bearing up well.  Several say:  ―We 

have seen this before‖. 

 

With best greetings,   

 

Your correspondent in Camas, Lloyd Halverson  

 

 

Region 4, Kittitas, Klickitat & Yakima Counties 

David Zabell, Assistant City Manager, City of Yakima  

dzabell@ci.yakima.wa.us 

 

Grandview reports as follows: 

 

mailto:lhalverson@ci.camas.wa.us
mailto:dzabell@ci.yakima.wa.us
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Life is good as we are moving forward with quite a few important capital projects, including 

enhancements to our Country Park Events Center property, new playground funded by Seattle 

Seahawks, new joint use Grandview/Yakima Valley Community College library, CDBG 

funded neighborhood improvements, road reconstruction, and major downtown infrastructure 

improvements.  The total value of the projects in progress or planned for the next 24 months is 

approximately $ 10 million.  One of the more rewarding aspects of these projects is that they are 

fully funded from federal grants, state grants, private donations or foundations, and the city’s 

capital improvement fund. 

 

Throughout the year, the community has been celebrating our centennial year, with the official 

date being September 2009. 

 

We are preparing for a one day planning session with the mayor and city council later this month 

to primarily focus on 2010 budget.  We’ve had these sessions every six months or so, and it has 

proven very valuable to the council and management team.  In this economy, we are keeping 

exceptionally close track of our finances, and these sessions give us an opportunity to make mid-

course corrections.  Last year, the council actually prioritized services in the general fund, which 

has been very helpful in working through budgetary issues. 

 

The council will do doubt use that as a guide as they contemplate possible future service 

changes. 

 

 

Region 5, Benton, Franklin & Walla Walla Counties 

Gary Crutchfield, City Manager, City of Pasco 

zunkert@pasco-wa.gov 

 

The blast furnace-like summer winds have blown into North Franklin County once again 

signaling the start of dry-land harvest season.  Connell warmly welcomed new city administrator 

Steve Taylor, former councilmember from Spokane Valley, on July 1
st
 and put him right to 

work on a six-month backlog of issues including water and sewer rate increases, a 139-lot 

preliminary plat subdivision, and a CDBG-funded neighborhood sewer/roadway construction 

project (thank you very much, Art Tackett).  Coyote Ridge Corrections Center is ramping up at a 

snail’s pace with only 180+ new inmates now calling CRCC home out of 2,048 new beds 

constructed.  The state budget crisis has wreaked havoc on DOC’s (Corrections, not Commerce) 

operating budget and staffing (well, I guess Commerce – formerly CTED – got hammered as 

well…), so the state of the art facility which is expected to obtain a LEED Silver designation is 

operating at around 20% capacity to date.  But, not for long…  Connell is weathering the budget 

crisis fairly well at this point, primarily due to its low exposure to sales tax fluctuations, and 

substantial cash reserves.  The city was awarded $1.1 million from the legislature to address one-

time impacts from the Coyote Ridge expansion and is preparing for the purchase of a new fire 

engine and construction of an EMS and fire department training facility.  The mayor and staff 

deserve a lot of credit for their leadership in keeping the trains running on time during the 

absence of an administrator.  Expect to see significant growth in this community over the next 

several years. 

 

mailto:zunkert@pasco-wa.gov
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It’s election positioning time in Kennewick where we have five of our seven Council members 

in contested races this year reports city manager, Bob Hammond.  Since our previous mayor left 

office in January (he won a seat as county commissioner), our new council has been very active 

in challenging the status quo in place for the past decade.  Some in the community are unsettled 

by this and it should be an interesting summer and fall.  We lost a breach of contract lawsuit 

where the jury awarded what the plaintiff asked (about $3 million).  It’s not certain yet, but will 

probably appeal this decision as we’re pretty confident in the legal vulnerabilities that put this in 

front of the jury in the first place and some other irregularities.  The last bit of controversial stuff 

in our great city involves our Port District which is pounding us pretty hard about our council’s 

desire to close a small airport right in the middle of the city.  This airport was once operated by 

the city but is now in the control of the Port.  Our council sees it better suited (including safety 

concerns) for redevelopment. 

 

―Lots of Fun in Pasco,‖ says Pasco city manager Gary Crutchfield.  Just as we finished resolving 

a lawsuit by approving a revised conditional use permit for an asphalt batch plant in an old 

gravel pit near a recent subdivision, Planned Parenthood applied for a conditional use permit  

 

 

adjacent an elementary school!  And if that was not fireworks enough, construction of a second 

water treatment plant has reignited a community debate about fluoride (Pasco started 

fluoridating its water in 2001).  All of this adds a bit of spice to what might have been a rather 

normal municipal election season! 

 

Growth seems to be running about the same as last year, though housing units are picking up of 

late (on pace for about 350 per year  --  compared to 1,000/year in 2004 and 2005).  The general 

economy has fared better than other metropolitan areas, but Pascoôs sales tax is down 

dramatically (19% through July), reflecting the universal drop in automobile sales and the 

particular drop in major construction projects in Pasco (an $80 million high school just 

completed earlier this year).  Fortunately, half of the loss was expected (budgeted) and much of 

the other half is being offset by growth in other sources. 

 

With Pascoôs population now about 55,000 and as city council wants more involvement within 

the regional structure, we created a deputy city manager position in the 2009 budget.  We are 

pleased that Stan Strebel (former city administrator in Ferndale about 10 years ago) has been 

promoted to the new position, having served Pasco the past 10 years as administrative and 

community services director.  We look forward to Stan getting involved in WCMA again. 

 

The blast furnace-like summer winds have blown into North Franklin County once again 

signaling the start of dry-land harvest season.  Connell warmly welcomed new city administrator 

Steve Taylor, former councilmember from Spokane Valley, on July 1
st
 and put him right to 

work on a six-month backlog of issues including water and sewer rate increases, a 139-lot 

preliminary plat subdivision, and a CDBG-funded neighborhood sewer/roadway construction 

project (thank you very much, Art Tackett).  Coyote Ridge Corrections Center is ramping up at a 

snail’s pace with only 180+ new inmates now calling CRCC home out of 2,048 new beds 

constructed.  The state budget crisis has wreaked havoc on DOC’s (Corrections, not Commerce) 

operating budget and staffing (well, I guess Commerce – formerly CTED – got hammered as 
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well…), so the state of the art facility which is expected to obtain a LEED Silver designation is 

operating at around 20% capacity to date.  But, not for long…  Connell is weathering the budget 

crisis fairly well at this point, primarily due to its low exposure to sales tax fluctuations, and 

substantial cash reserves.  The city was awarded $1.1 million from the legislature to address one-

time impacts from the Coyote Ridge expansion and is preparing for the purchase of a new fire 

engine and construction of an EMS and fire department training facility.  The mayor and staff 

deserve a lot of credit for their leadership in keeping the trains running on time during the 

absence of an administrator.  Expect to see significant growth in this community over the next 

several years. 

 

―I’ve been here a little over a year now and things in Prosser are going well.  I feel very 

fortunate to have a mayor and council that work great together and a talented staff,‖ says Prosser 

city administrator Charlie Bush. 

 

As you’ve probably heard, we have a few marmots in town.  We’ve decided to embrace our furry 

neighbors at this point rather than fight their presence.  In fact, we are creating a kids webpage  

 

with a Marmot mascot.  We’ll be having an online naming contest soon so feel free to log onto to 

our website and participate at www.cityofprosser.com. 

 

Capital projects are keeping us very busy.  We are currently engaged in a $500,000 street 

reconstruction project and the improvement of two railroad crossings, will kick off a $1 million 

pool renovation project in the fall, will follow that with a $800,000 water and street 

reconstruction project in the spring, and then we’ll top it off with a $4.2 million water reservoir 

and piping project next summer.  The latter will be a landmark project that will open up the north 

side of town for further development.  It has been discussed for the past 25 years. 

 

Speaking of development, like everyone we’ve seen a drop off but fortunately for us it has not 

been too dramatic.  The Port of Benton is planning to break ground on a new business park next 

year and a resort hotel is also in the works in the next few years.  We are hoping to add to our 

cluster of 30+ wineries as a result of both projects.  The Walter Clore Wine and Culinary Center, 

designed to be the gateway to Washington’s agricultural industry, recently began work on its site 

improvements.  While fundraising continues for the construction of the building, at least we will 

have the use of the grounds, which overlook the Yakima River, for future special events and our 

Farmer’s Market. 

 

We’ve been actively engaged in strategic planning and performance measurement.  In the spring, 

our council adopted 10 short term and 7 long-term strategic priorities.  We’ve spent a lot of time 

putting together action plans involving those and conversing with the council about them.  The 

city is also in the process of deploying performance measures, building upon the information we 

gleaned from our first annual citizen survey.  he performance measures, survey data, and 

strategic planning activities will be feeding into our budget process for the first time this year. 

Prosser has a new website that we launched during the spring, www.cityofprosser.com.  

Recently we also began using Twitter and Facebook to connect with our ―followers‖ and 

―friends‖.  In this, we discovered the social media sites to be a very cost-effective way to 

http://www.cityofprosser.com/
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communicate directly with our citizenry.  All of our press releases and agenda packets have been 

tweeted and posted. 

 

We are proud to announce that our wastewater treatment plant recently won an outstanding 

performance award from the Department of Ecology, becoming one of 91 plants out of the 

State’s 300 plants to receive the award.  It is the first time we’ve received this recognition.  Our 

plant is a particularly challenging operation to manage given our unusually large concentration 

of wineries and food processing plants. 

 

In its 2009 community survey, Richland dared to ask its residents, ―What value is your 

household receiving for your city dollars?‖  Richland city manager Cindy Johnson says she is 

thrilled to report that 80% of Richland residents replied ―good‖ or ―excellent.‖  Of the 

remainder, 17% said ―fair‖ and 3% said ―poor.‖  Residents also gave high marks to the city 

council’s strategic leadership plan, adopted in 2008 with five-year goals to reach council’s vision 

for the year 2030.  Cindy reports strides in accomplishing the plan’s initial two-year objectives 

for 2009-2010.  This includes the Swift Boulevard Corridor study to examine options for public  

 

and institutionally-owned properties in an area that the city aims to redevelop into an urban and 

pedestrian-oriented environment.  To encourage redevelopment of neighborhoods as identified in 

its strategic plan, Richland is promoting a federal Housing and Urban Development program 

called ―Good Neighbor Next Door,‖ which offers public safety employees and school teachers a 

substantial incentive to purchase a home in an area HUD has designated for revitalization.  And, 

says Cindy, the city is continuing its efforts to find a new location for the city’s information 

technology division, while also reassessing IT functions and services.  Despite major hurdles and 

multiple setbacks, Richland implemented its new utility billing system in late spring.  Early bugs 

included a handful of meter misreads and monthly bill anomalies.  All account holders handled 

these issues with humor and aplomb.  Finally, Cindy reports nothing but acclaim for Richlandôs 

renovated and expanded public library.  The city cut the ribbon on the spectacular facility, 

financed by a $17.25-million, voter-approved bond issue, in mid July. 

 

Tim McCarty, support services manager and interim city manager, reports the city council for the  

Walla Walla is in the process of hiring a city manager following the departure of Duane Cole, 

who is now the county manager for Clatsop County, Oregon.  The council is narrowing the 

applicant pool for interviews which are expected to occur the last week of August. 

 

 

Region 6, Asotin, Columbia, Garfield & Whitman Counties 

John Sherman, City Supervisor, City of Pullman 

john.sherman@pullman-wa.gov 

 

Carl Thompson, Colfax city administrator, states that they are out to bid for a federal stimulus 

package for the Fairfield Street project.  They are also enjoying some greatly appreciated local 

development activity.  The hospital district is putting the finishing touches on a $19 million 

hospital expansion.  The first new homes are starting to be constructed within the Red Tail 

subdivision, a gorgeous rural subdivision located on the hillside above the North Fork of the 

Palouse River.  This was an unusual subdivision in that, in order to allow a subdivision to be 

mailto:john.sherman@pullman-wa.gov
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constructed that couldn’t be permitted under strict Whitman County zoning laws, Colfax 

annexed a large area at a significant distance from the old city limits.  The city is keeping its belt 

tightened during these challenging financial times. 

 

The final varnish and shine are happening within the community for the start of the fall semester 

at WSU according to Pullman city supervisor John Sherman.  Our season is longer than many 

other seasonal communities.  Given the prognosis for the football team this year, it could be a 

particularly long season.  Our feeling is that you’ve got to look good if you’re not going to be 

good.  Oh well, at least we can always count on winning the Apple Cup it seems.  The problem is 

everybody else beat the Huskies last year too, so it is really nothing to brag about. 

 

 Pullman is proceeding with caution but not panic in addressing our financial challenges.  We 

continue to provide reports on current economic conditions as well as city financial updates.  Our 

approach is doubtless going to have to grow more intense as we approach the 2010 budget.  You 

know the projections are not good when your finance director resigns to take a job in Lacey 

where they actually have a tax base.  What a novel concept? 

 

On the up side, we had excellent bids on public works projects so we were able to build streets, 

paths and sidewalks where we don’t even have housing yet.  Oh well, it will come in handy if the 

economy picks up and they ever start building houses again.  On the serious side, we did get 

great bids on street work so we actually expanded our street program and spent far more than we 

would have in a normal year.  We got a federal stimulus grant funded street project as well.  

Although housing has slowed, we are continuing to see new housing construction, which is a 

good sign. 

 

Hope to see you all in Leavenworth for the summer conference! 

 

 

Region 7, Adams, Grant, & Lincoln Counties 

Ehman Sheldon, City Administrator, City of Othello 

administrator@othellowashington.us 

 

Unfortunately, Ehman reports that he was called away on a family emergency.  We all wish him 

well. 

 

 

Region 8, Ferry, Pend Oreille, Spokane, & Stevens Counties 

Arlene Fisher, City Administrator, City of Cheney 

afisher@cityofcheney.org 

 

Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

―Choices for Cheney‖ is the name of the project group that will be working to rewrite the city's 

comprehensive plan, charting a course for the next 20 years.  From housing, to transportation, 

land use to arts and culture, what should the city work to achieve?  What works now?  What 

mailto:administrator@othellowashington.us
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needs addressing?  The plan's goals and policies will help guide decision-making and investment 

over the next 20 years. 

 

$5 Million Bond for Community Center 

 

This fall the voters in Cheney will decide whether to approve a bond to build phase one of our 

new 50-acre park  --  which includes a community center.  Phase one will have two ball fields, 

three soccer/open playing fields, a dog park, playgrounds, and walking trails.  The community 

center will feature a senior center, gymnasium, dance studio, preschool room, youth center, 

meeting space, and a small commercial kitchen. 

  

Due to the severe winter in January of 2009, the Wren Pierson Community Center collapsed and 

was closed indefinitely.  Our community center not only offered a multitude of programs, but 

was also the provider of our critical community services.  As such, these services have been 

displaced and are struggling to remain available to citizens.  Cheney will receive funding from 

insurance settlements due to the loss of the Wren Pierson Community Center and will be able to 

match it with real estate excise tax dollars to the amount of $1 million. 

 

―One for the Books‖ 

 

The last quarter has been one filled with landmark events for Spokane Valley.  A major step 

toward rejuvenation of the city’s primary transportation and commercial corridor was taken with 

the adoption of the Sprague/Appleway Revitalization Plan.  In addition to zoning changes 

supporting redevelopment of the corridor, the plan also includes specific actions to be taken by 

the city to help spur development of a new city center. 

 

In June, we celebrated the grand re-openings of our three city pools, each upgraded to include 

new water play features that have proven very popular.  We also broke ground on the Children’s 

Discovery Playground, a multi-sensory, accessible park that will provide learn and play activities 

for children (and adults) of all abilities. 

 

The summer road construction season has seen the completion of the Pines-Mansfield project, a 

two-year collaborative effort with the Washington State Department of Transportation and 

Spokane County to reduce traffic congestion at the Pines Road/I-90 interchange.  Numerous 

other transportation improvement projects are under way, including an American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act-funded project to reconstruct a two-mile section of Sprague Avenue, the city’s 

primary transportation corridor. 

 

And, when Steve Taylor, one of our ―Original Seven‖ Councilmembers, resigned to accept a 

position as the city administrator of Connell, Washington, the council made its first mid-term 

appointment to fill the vacancy until a candidate is elected to fulfill the regular term. 

 

All in all, the last quarter has definitely been ―one for the books.‖ 

 

 

Region 9, Chelan, Douglas, & Okanogan Counties 
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Mike Cecka, Honorary Life Member, Leavenworth 

ceckanewhorizon@yahoo.com 

 

and 

 

Jim Reinbold, City Administrator, Chelan 

jreinbold@cityofchelan.us 

 

Jim Reinbold, city administrator, reports that Chelan still fares well in spite of the economic 

downturn.  This is not to say we are rolling in the dough but rather being somewhat conservative 

in our estimates last fall when the budget was put together.  Our sales tax revenues are down but 

still ahead of projections.  The summer is our busiest time of the year with the tourist trade which 

brings in dollars but also strains our services.  We are busy with a downtown master plan which 

has gathered a great deal of interest from the entire community.  We are working with Chelan 

County on the Shoreline Master Program and hope to have that completed by the end of the  

 

 

year.  And then we have the Shoreline Restoration Plan for our city park.  Throw in a roundabout 

or two and a traffic signal plus a pedestrian safety corridor for our parks area and you have a 

very busy summer.  Did I mention locating an aquatic and community center?  Those who have 

gone through that know what I mean there.  We are still alive and well in Chelan. 

 

From Chelan County, Cathy Mulhall, county administrator, reports: 

 

Chelan County has had to make a mid-year budget adjustment to remove approximately $1 

million from the county general fund budget.   Unfortunately this has equated to laying off 12 

FTE's.   Unfilled positions have also been removed from the budget.  The hardest hit departments 

have been community development and law enforcement.  The county has had limited success in 

acquiring stimulus dollars in order to affect these budget changes.  To make matters worse the 

county had just received its PUD privilege tax payment from the state which at first was a 

pleasant surprise as we had received funds in excess of our budget.  Unfortunately, a month later 

the state realized that they had in error sent us Douglas County's portion as well and we had to 

send back close to $300,000.  It is during these tough times that it becomes even more critical to 

follow solid management practices and procedures.  I appreciate being able to contact my fellow 

WCMA members to gain insight and expertise.  Thank you! 
 

 

Region 10, Island, San Juan, Skagit & Whatcom Counties 

Gary Tomsic, City Manager, City of Blaine 

gtomsic@cityofblaine.com 

 

News from the Border lands: 

 

The big news in Blaine is that we actually had someone take out a residential building permit 

last week.  It was cause for great celebration in the community.  We had to wake up our building 
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inspector, who had gone into hibernation, to review the plans and issue the permit.  Later we held 

a parade and the building contractor was the grand marshal. 

 

The election sillies have hit our community full force.  Gary Tomsic, city manager, reports that 

he has two candidates that have decided to run against him rather than their opponents.  He is  

being accused to all sorts of unethical and illegal acts.  Gary reports that like most of you aging 

managers, he has been concerned about his retirement.  Now he is not worried since, according 

to them, I will be spending most of it in jail. 

 

Gary reports that they finally settled all of the land leases and purchased the site improvements 

on the airport property which they closed at the end of last December.  They are required to 

repay about $380,000 in state aviation grants and have made the first of four payments.  The deal 

that they were working on to sell the land to a group of local investors fell through and the land 

is back on the market. 

 

They just awarded the bid for the construction of a new street that crosses the airport and ties in  

 

the truck highway and the main arterial street that serves their industrial and manufacturing area.  

The project funding includes some stimulus money. 

 

The wastewater treatment facility is moving along splendidly.  They are out of the ground and 

the building is going up.  The project is on schedule and under budget.  This new $30 million 

plant will be completed and operational June 2010. 

 

On the economic development front they got some great news.  Viva Pharm USA is a new 

subsidiary of the parent company in Canada and they are constructing a large plant in Blaine.  

The project is projected to cost about $30 million and will initially employ 150 people.  At full 

production there will be 300 jobs.  Viva makes vitamins and food supplements.  The city staff 

spent a great deal of time with the Viva team to put the project together.  It will be a real boost to 

our local economy and will help the city revenue picture just when they need it most. 

 

Greg Young, Ferndaleôs administrator, has his plate full.  Ferndale is in the design phase of an 

estimated $8 million project which will convert the existing library facility into a law and justice 

facility.  The library will first be relocated to a new site that used to the Boys and Girls Club and 

was destroyed by fire a few years ago.  A new library will be constructed there. 

 

Greg also reported that they are awarding a $4.4 million street extension project.  The extension 

of 2
nd

 Street will serve a highly desirable commercial/industrial area near the north freeway off 

ramp.  This project will open up all kinds of great opportunities for business growth in Ferndale. 

 

Gary reports that the last time he ran into Bill Verwolf, he said that he had been spending a lot of 

time over in the Palouse visiting with his grandkids.  However, Gary also had a chance to tour 

the new city hall in Lynden and believes Bill will be spending a lot more time in his cushy new 

office.  Gary was surprised that the citizens allowed such spaciousness for a public servant.  Not 

to mention the hot tub and private toilet facilities.  The city staff moved in on June 1.  The 
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building is two stories and a full basement with 7500 square feet on each floor.  The price tag 

was around $6 million.  Next time you visit Bill, bring your swimsuit. 

 

Bill got some of that stimulus money, too.  Lynden is doing a $2.7 million street rebuild and 

about $1 million is federal money.  He was hoping for $1.4 million but his project came in 

$400,000 under the engineer’s estimate and the state considered that savings their money.  They 

pulled the full amount from the stimulus share so that they could use the money on other 

projects.  The rest of us (Blaine and Ferndale) learned from this experience and made sure our 

projects came in higher that the engineer’s estimate.  The games we play. 

 

(Editor’s Note:  Gary Tomsic, the Regional Representative for Region 10, added the following 

comment:  ―Well, Ron, I tried to take advantage of the creative license that you gave your 

reporters.  I take zero responsibility for the accuracy of the article.  In fact, I made the whole 

thing up just to meet your deadline.‖  Thanks, Gary!) 

 

(Editor’s other note:  Now wasn’t that fun reading?  If all else failed, creative writing was 

encouraged.) 

 
  

Region 11, Snohomish County 

Larry Bauman, City Manager, City of Snohomish 

bauman@ci.snohomish.wa.us 

 

Arlington city administrator, Allen Johnson, reports: 

 

While the economic downturn has halted some of our capital projects, it hasn’t halted everything. 

The city has received $120,000 in ARRA funding for a trail project that has been on the books 

for at least 5 years.  It is also allowing us to repave the adjacent roadway which has needed the 

repairs for what seems like an eon.  We also received $15M from ARRA and SRF loan funding 

for our wastewater treatment plant expansion and upgrade that broke ground in March.  

Estimated completion for this project is December 2010.  We were not successful in obtaining a 

COPS grant, but we’ll keep trying.  We are waiting for word from FEMA on our application for 

a fire station construction grant to replace our oldest fire station.  We hold out a sliver of hope 

that ours is selected to receive some of the $210M available nationwide.  We’ve been ready to 

build the project, but put it on hold because of funding concerns. 

 

The 2010 budget doesn’t look any prettier than the 2009 budget.  We’re hoping to avoid further 

layoffs and other staffing cuts.  We implemented 8 furlough days starting in May for our non-

911 responder employees.  Our 911 responders (police officers and firefighters) have given up 

holiday pay and made concessions on staffing arrangements that will save on overtime.  On 

average, each employee is giving $2,200 to help balance the 2009 budget.  We hope the leveling 

off we’ve seen in our sales tax losses will mean we won’t have to implement additional 

furloughs in 2010. For right now, it’s a waiting game. 

 

We are still anxiously awaiting the arrival of our insurance recovery money from our $1.3M 

embezzlement as well as our restitution from the Feds.  Our former employee is now serving 3+ 
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years in federal prison for her actions.  If our insurance money and restitution arrives soon, our 

budget may not look so bleak.  The challenge then, of course, is preventing a run on the bank! 

 

City staff is undertaking the daunting task of updating most of our municipal code.  The devil is 

in the details is definitely what we’ve been uncovering.  This will definitely keep the electeds 

busy (and hopefully out of trouble) in the months to come. 

 

We are also recruiting a new finance director.  Our current finance director will be retiring from 

the city at the end of November after 44+ years of service to Arlington.  We apologize in 

advance for the probability that we’ll be stealing one of your outstanding employees to fill this 

critical position.  We expect to have our new director on board in early November for a short 

transition period. 

 

Mountlake Terrace submits the following report: 

 

After almost 50 years in the same building, the last remaining of Mountlake Terrace 

departments (city council, city manager, administrative services, community and economic  

 

development, and engineering services) moved into an interim city hall in mid-July.  Library, 

public works, parks, police and fire services had previously moved over the course of the last 20 

years into new facilities.  The move comes after a ceiling at city hall collapsed in July, 2008, 

exposing asbestos.  City hall services will remain there until construction of a future civic 

campus is determined. 

 

The Mountlake Terrace city council was presented with a Governor’s Smart Communities 

Vision Award at the AWC Conference in June.  The award recognizes the city’s Town Center 

Plan project, which includes a master plan for the city’s downtown, along with an environmental 

study that streamlines future development review and new zoning codes that implement the 

vision.  This follows the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) VISION 2040 award that 

recognized Mountlake Terrace in April for its innovative Housing Choices Program, which in 

many ways compliments the Town Center Plan.   

 

Mountlake Terrace continues to holds its own financially as we are meeting our bottom-line 

financial and operational objectives through first quarter 2009.  We are meeting these objectives 

due primarily to the action strategies and preventative approaches that we began implementing 

last year in order to mitigate the downturn in our revenue collections for 2009 and 2010 caused 

by the faltering economy.  Thus far, these measures have allowed the city to ensure that basic 

municipal services that are provided to our citizens are not reduced.   

 

The Mountlake Terrace city council approved a resolution in June to place an EMS Levy 

Restoration on the November 3 ballot for voter consideration.  The measure asks voters to restore 

full funding for emergency medical services (EMS) to the 50 cents per $1,000 levy rate in 2010.  

The one-percent limitation on property tax increases has dropped the original 50-cent rate to 35 

cents per $1,000 of assessed value, causing the EMS levy to fall short of the rate of inflation.  

Costs for personnel, conducting day-to-day operations, maintaining and replacing apparatus and 

equipment, and staying current with technology have increased almost 4% per year since 2006.  
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If voters pass the measure for the EMS Levy lid lift in November, the average Mountlake 

Terrace homeowner would see a property tax increase of about $43 per year beginning in 2010. 

 

The Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Watershed Forum, which is comprised of the cities of 

Edmonds, Lake Forest Park, Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace and Shoreline and Snohomish 

County, approved the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Strategic Action Plan in early July.  The 

forum has been working on developing this plan since last summer shortly after it was formed 

through an interlocal agreement to focus on storm water and surface water flow issues (flooding) 

in the watershed.  Secondary objectives include water quality, aquatic habitat, lake and 

streamside enhancement opportunities.  The plan includes possible solutions and alternatives to 

mitigate both upstream Lake Ballinger flooding (primarily cities of Edmonds and Mountlake 

Terrace) and downstream flooding (primarily Lake Forest Park).  The plan will now be 

delivered to each of the forum member city councils for review and consideration.  The 

development of the Strategic Action Plan was funded by a Department of Ecology appropriation 

totaling $200,000 allocated by the state legislature.   

 

Snohomish submits the following: 

 

On Tuesday, July 28, 2009, the Snohomish received word from the federal government that it 

has been awarded one grant position in the COPS (Community Oriented Policing Services) grant 

program.  The grant will enable the city to keep its current authorized commissioned staff at 20. 

Since 2008, the department has had two commissioned officers, three cadets, and a part time 

domestic violence advocate eliminated from its budget due to the ongoing financial situation that 

is affecting not only the city, but also the entire state and nation. 

 

On July 6, 2009, the Central Puget Sound Growth Management Hearings Board (CPSGMHB) 

dismissed an appeal by Lake Stevens regarding Snohomishôs comprehensive plan.  Lake 

Stevens contended that Snohomish inappropriately amended its comprehensive plan when the 

city identified land north of US-2 as a ―North Planning Area‖.  Snohomish had identified 

property north of US-2 as of interest to the Snohomish community, while acknowledging that 

decisions regarding Urban Growth Area boundaries are made by Snohomish County, not the 

city. 

 

Snohomish recently established new policies for naming streets and assigning property 

addresses  --  without public controversy or contention.  The new policies contain separate 

protocols for naming east-west and north-south streets, and also clarify where suffixes such as 

―Drive‖ and ―Court‖ are to be used. 

 

All new streets running east-west will have a numerical name based upon the street grid that 

originates at the location of the city’s first settlement along the Snohomish River.  Meanwhile, 

new streets running north-south will be named for persons associated with the community’s early 

history (i.e., pre 1930).  A list of pre-approved street names is included in the policies, but the 

city manager is authorized to add additional names as appropriate.  The city council can also 

name a street for a person significant to the community, as long as the individual has been 

deceased for a minimum of five years. 
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For more information, contact Corbitt Loch at (360) 282-3170 or loch@ci.snohomish.wa.us. 

 

Snohomish grant applications have been funded for three schools to install posted flashing 

beacon light systems in school zones.  Central Primary School, Emerson Elementary School, and 

Cascade View Elementary School will have these safety upgrades installed at the beginning of 

the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

The beacon light system will be installed on the posted speed limit signs which mark the school 

zones.  The beacon lights are designed and timed to flash while children are commuting to and 

from school.  Research has shown these systems decrease the average speed of vehicles traveling 

through the school zones while children are present and increase the safety of pedestrians.  Each 

beacon light system will cost approximately $4,200.00 and will operate on solar power. 

 

In all, ten of the lights will be installed at the three schools, all funded by the grant except for a  

 

$4,000 matching contribution from the Snohomish School District. The city’s public works 

department will provide labor for all of the installations. 

 

 

Region 12, North King County 

Mitch Wasserman, City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer, City of Clyde Hill 

mitch@clydehill.org 

 

Candice Bock, city manager of Carnation reports: 

 

Carnation cooks…. 

  

We have been enjoying the hot dry spell out in Carnation because it means good news for our 

water sales!  This is helpful because we are in the design phase of nearly $2 million in water 

system improvements, and we are going to need all of that extra water revenue to pay for them.   

  

Speaking of additional revenue, our city council has decided to place a levy lid lift on the 

November ballot.  We know that the timing isn’t great with both a down economy and I-1033 

looming out there, but last year our levy lid lift only failed by 18 votes.  So it seemed worth 

giving it another try. 

  

We have a few other big street projects in the works.  We just started a major road reconstruction 

project (this is our second in two years).  We are in the design phase for Carnationôs first traffic 

signal.  Construction for the new traffic signal is set for 2010.  To help out with some of our 

transportation and street maintenance needs, our council is considering following the lead of 

several other cities and adopting a Transportation Benefit District. 

  

Like everyone else, we are working on our 2010 Budget and it doesn’t look good.  We managed 

to get through 2009 with only modest reductions and some use of reserves, but for 2010 we are 

looking at steeper cuts even if our levy lid lift passes. 
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 Shoreline sends the following report: 

 

City Finances:  As with all cities, Shoreline is addressing the current economic slowdown 

through a variety of different measures, including creating greater efficiencies, capping growth 

of certain programs, and cutting some services.  However, despite the current economy, the city 

has long since anticipated the gap.  And so in 2008 the city council created a Long-Range 

Financial Planning Citizen Advisory Committee to recommend strategies on potential service 

reductions, efficiencies, and funding options.  One of the committee’s recommendations was to 

create a Transportation Benefit District (TBD).  Through the TBD, the city will be imposing a 

$20 vehicle license fee to pay for maintaining roads and other transportation improvements. 

  

Organizational Development:  The city conducted its 4
th

 employee satisfaction survey in June.  

Every other year, starting in 2003, Shoreline has conducted the survey to measure satisfaction  

 

with organizational communication and culture, departmental culture and overall job 

satisfaction.  Likewise, two open-ended questions are included to allow for additional feedback.  

The Leadership Team will analyze the results and follow up with developing a comprehensive 

action plan.  If you're interested in seeing a copy of our survey, please notify Julie Underwood, 

assistant city manager, at junderwood@shorelinewa.gov.  

  

New City Hall:  Finally we are set to move into Shorelineôs new city hall this August!  We are 

all very proud of our new home, which consists of four stories; is approximately 67,000 total 

square feet containing council chambers and administrative support spaces; and provides 

leasable space on the third floor.  While the building will be complete, the parking structure and 

the green amphitheater next to the building will be completed by the end of this year.  We are 

striving for a Gold LEED rating and are on target to achieve it.  The city has been putting away 

money to help finance the property acquisition and construction since its incorporation in 1995.  

Once complete, bonds will be issued to purchase the building from the developer (we entered 

into a Ground/Building Lease and Development Agreement with Opus Northwest LLC).  The 

new city hall design will help us provide services more efficiently, better access, and multiple 

uses to the community.  It has been a long, interesting and ultimately satisfactory process. 

  

Rich Leahy, city manager, Woodinville, reports: 

 

The Washington Supreme Court recently reversed an Appellate Court ruling that was in the 

city’s favor regarding the traveling homeless encampment commonly known as Tent City.  The 

Supreme Court’s opinion was limited to reversing the Court of Appeals only on three points. 

First, that the claim that the religious freedom article of the Washington State Constitution was 

reviewable; second, that the religious freedom article of the state constitution was violated by the 

city when it refused to accept the permit application due to a pre-existing land use moratorium in 

the zoning district; and third, that the church’s breach of its contract with the city was excused 

due to the city’s own breach of the contract when it refused to accept the permit application 

because of the moratorium.  The Supreme Court’s decision left intact the Court of Appeals 

rulings that the city’s permit regulations did not violate the first amendment or RLUIPA and that 

the church’s written contract with the city continued to be in effect and enforceable should the 

church attempt to sponsor another Tent City in Woodinville.  The Supreme Court is expected to 
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issue its mandate finalizing its decision by August 6, 2009. 

  

Woodinville has started construction of three traffic roundabouts on SR 202 in the city’s tourist 

district.  The $6 million project has been in design for years and has been complicated by 

condemnation lawsuits with property owners and private developers who’ve agreed to participate 

in the project.  The project will replace a major traffic signal on a state highway with a large 

central roundabout and a series of two smaller roundabouts that’ll provide access to a proposed 

20-acre mixed use tourism development.  Construction is expected to be substantially complete 

before winter, with final landscaping going in next spring. 

  

By August 4, 2009, Woodinville will also know whether it will be proceeding with a $4 million 

park project to install synthetic turf and night lights on the play fields next to city hall.  The  

 

project is extremely controversial among local citizens and councilmembers who disagree about 

whether this is a priority for the community.  The bids for the project came in almost $1.5 

million or 30% below estimates. 

 

 

 Region 13, South King County 

Doug Schulze, City Manager, City of Normandy Park 

dougs@ci.normandy-park.wa.us 

 

Derek Matheson, city manager, Covington, reports: 

 

Covingtonôs big project these days is a downtown study that will identify a location and 

strategies for a town center project; reduce the number of downtown zones from 13(!); and create 

or update other downtown development regulations. 

 

The state legislature was very good to Covington this year.  Legislators appropriated $3.1 

million to city projects including the next segment of SE 272
nd

 St.; a 30-acre community park; 

and a partnership with Maple Valley, Black Diamond, and other cities to study the feasibility of 

a commuter rail feeder line.  The idea is to put diesel multiple units (self-propelled passenger 

railcars) on existing BNSF tracks in order to connect Southeast King County communities to 

Sound Transit’s existing commuter rail system in Auburn.  TriMet, the Portland area’s regional 

transit agency, recently inaugurated a similar DMU system that connects Portland’s western 

suburbs to its light rail system. 

 

On the budget front, Covingtonôs general fund is in pretty good shape thanks to property, sales, 

and utility tax revenues that are meeting projections.  The development services fund (which 

accounts for permit revenues and expenditures separately from the general gund) and our real 

estate excise tax fund continue to struggle.  We’re planning for the worst but hoping for the best 

in 2010. 

 

Leon Kos, city administrator, Issaquah, reports: 

 

mailto:dougs@ci.normandy-park.wa.us


WCMA News   Page 37                                                          August 2009 

I could have sworn I sent something, not much, but something!  I went all out!!  At least one 

sentence, maybe two. 

 

(Editor’s note:  WOW!  That’s THREE!!) 

 

John Hodgson, chief administrative officer, Kent, reports: 

 

ShoWare Center Gets Gold 

 

First sports arena in North America to be awarded LEED® Gold Rating  

by the U.S. Green Building Council 

 

Kent has learned ShoWare Center, its new 6,100 seat multi-purpose sports and entertainment  

facility, has been awarded LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold 

certification by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).  This designation makes ShoWare 

Center the first sports arena in North America to achieve such a rating. 

 

LEED is a voluntary, consensus-based national certification program for developing high-

performance sustainable buildings that provide immediate and measurable results for building 

owners and occupants. 

  

Points are awarded in six environmental categories as defined by LEED:  sustainable sites, water 

efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and resources, indoor environmental quality and 

innovation and design.  

 

Highlights of ShoWare Center’s green features include:  

¶ Premium parking for fuel-efficient vehicles and car and vanpools  

¶ Low-flowing water fixtures and dual-flush toilets exceed 40% water savings when 

compared to similar buildings 

¶ Native plant landscaping that doesn’t require watering  

¶ Energy efficient lighting, heating, cooling, ventilation and ice-making equipment 

reducing energy use by over 37% 

¶ More than 90% of the construction debris was recycled 

¶ Constructed using more than 50% Forest Stewardship Council certified wood 

¶ Low volatile organic compound paints and adhesives were used to minimize indoor 

contaminants that exacerbate respiratory problems 

¶ Excess heat rejected from the ice-making equipment is used to warm the ground under 

the ice rink to maintain the integrity of the foundation  

 

ShoWare Center has received several awards since opening in January including the American 

Institute of Architects Civic Design Award and Green Building of America Award by the Real 

Estate & Construction Review. 

 

David Johnston, city manager, Maple Valley, reports: 
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It has been a very busy 3 ½ months since I started as the city manager for Maple Valley.  I did 

hit the ground running by working with staff on issues relating to the infamous Donut Hole, a 

development project involving Yarrow Bay Development, King County and the city.  Staff has 

been busy dealing with a couple major road paving projects involving WSDOT and King 

County.  Our new public works director is proposing significant changes to our TIP and traffic 

impact fees and redoing our SWM program with a proposed rate change.  Maple Valley is 

working with Covington, Black Diamond and Auburn on the DMU feasibility study.  Our 

parks and recreation department has seen record enrollments in our programs and use of our 

wonderful Lake Wilderness Park, significantly due to the economy where people are staying 

closer to home with their summer activities.  So come on over on Thursdays for Music in the 

Park at Lake Wilderness Park.  Relax and enjoy the bucolic setting ―Where community and 

nature unite!  Away from it all  --  in the middle of everything.‖ (our new slogan and tag line) 

 

 

Doug Schulze, city manager, Normandy Park, reports: 

 

The Normandy Park city council passed a resolution in July to place the formation of a 

metropolitan park district on the November 2009 general election ballot.  The details of the 

proposed levy amount and specific projects/programs to be funded by the district have not been 

completed yet, but we anticipate a proposal for public discussion by late August.  One of the 

proposed uses for park district funds is the continued operation of Mt. Rainier Pool, one of the 

former King County Forward Thrust pools.  Des Moines and Normandy Park entered into an 

agreement several years ago to take over ownership of the pool until March 2009.  The pool 

ownership was transferred to Highline School District in March as part of the agreement since 

the facility sits on property owned by the school district.  Highline School District has 

consistently communicated that they have no interest or available funds to operate the swimming 

pool.  

 

Normandy Park visioning process, Normandy Park SightLines 2030, is wrapping up in August. 

Martha Bean of Collaborative Focus was hired as a consultant to assist with visioning process. 

During the past two months, city councilmembers, staff and volunteers conducted seven 

visioning process events at various locations in Normandy Park. A final report will be 

presented to the city council during August, which will be used to develop a strategic plan for the 

city. 

 

Craig Ward, city manager, SeaTac, reports: 

 

Rental Car Facility Construction Starts Back Up:  On Wednesday, July 22, the Port of 

Seattle, SeaTac, Turner Construction, and representatives from the Washington State Building & 

Construction Trades Council, and King County Labor Council held a press conference to 

officially re-start construction of the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport Consolidated Rental 

Car Facility.  Mayor Shape attended the event and voiced the city’s support of the project. 

 

Construction on the $419 million, 23-acre site will generate more than 3,000 local, family-wage 

jobs and nearly $2 million in tax revenue SeaTac over the life of the project.  At least 1,000 jobs 
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are expected to be created by the end of 2009.  The facility is scheduled to open in spring of 

2012. 

 

The Consolidated Rental Car Facility will support all airport-related rental car operations at one 

convenient location.  It is designed to meet the current and future demands of the traveling 

public.  The facility will be a five-story structure that will greatly improve the size, space, and 

efficiency of rental car operations that are currently spread out from the main terminal garage 

and multiple off-site locations.  In addition, the facility will open up two floors of public parking, 

more than 3,200 spaces, in the main terminal garage.  

  

The project was temporarily suspended in December 2008 due to the meltdown in the global 

credit market.  The Port of Seattle Commission approved the successful sale of $317 million in 

revenue bonds in late June in order to re-start the project. 

  

A Customer Facility Charge (CFC) added to each car rental will pay for virtually the entire cost 

of the project, with the additional non-CFC costs covered through non-aeronautical revenue 

funds.  A $4 per transaction day CFC started in February 2006.  The CFC was increased to $5 

per transaction day in July 2008.  When the facility opens in spring 2012, the CFC is expected to 

be about $6, which is comparable to current major airports with consolidated rental facilities.  

 

Opening of the Tukwila Link Light Rail Station:  Last weekend marked the beginning of light 

rail service between downtown Seattle and the Tukwila Station located at 154th Street and 

International Boulevard.  SeaTac was well-represented at the festivities.  City councilmembers 

and the city manager rode the rail during its inaugural run.  A group of city staff also handed out 

materials and visited with the public at a booth located in the parking area of the Tukwila 

Station.   

 

City staff worked in shifts over the two-day ―celebration‖ and helped to raise awareness about 

the city in general and to speak about the redevelopment plans for the 154th Street and Airport 

Station Areas.  Staff spoke with dozens of local residents and others who rode the rail from the 

north, embarking from one of many stations along the route in Seattle.  Great interest was shown  

for our plans.  Over 300 descriptions of the vision and schematics of the station areas were 

distributed.  Additionally, over 130 SeaTac Historical Tour Guides, 150 Seattle Southside   

Visitors Guides, and dozens of Chamber Business Guides were handed out.  The most popular 

item was the blue and green SeaTac ―Everywhere’s Possible‖ luggage identifiers! 

The event would not have been possible without the assistance of a team of 20 volunteers from 

the city manager’s office, planning, parks and recreation, public works, and our partners at 

Seattle Southside Visitor Services, and the Southwest King County Chamber of Commerce.   

Overall, the team did a great job of letting people know about SeaTac, marketing our 

redevelopment plans and in raising awareness about the ―southside‖ of the county. 

 

Rhonda Berry, city administrator, Tukwila, reports: 

 

Tales from Tukwila 
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First and foremost in Tukwila continues to be planning for expected flooding due to the lower 

capacity of the Howard Hansen Dam. A number of community preparedness meetings have been 

held, and we continue to coordinate efforts with fellow Green River neighbors Renton, Kent and 

Auburn. 

 

Tukwila was recently notified by the U. S. Department of Justice that we have been awarded 

grant funds for 3 police officer positions as part of the COPS program. 

 

The annual Tukwila Days Community Festival, including a car show and art show, takes place 

August 15. 

 

The Inaugural Rock’n’Roll Marathon was a success, bringing over 25,000 runners and their 

families and friends into our city limits.  Many of those folks stayed here for the weekend and 

local merchants offered special ―Rock Pass‖ benefits to race participants and volunteers. 

 

Tukwilaôs Community Garage Sale is set for August 22 and 23. 

 

Sound Transitôs Central Link Light Rail kicked off on July 18, with Tukwila boasting the sole 

Sound Transit-provided parking lot.  So far ridership has exceeded capacity, particularly on 

Mariner baseball and Sounders soccer game weekends. 

 

A development agreement between Tukwila and La Pianta LLC, for a development known as 

Tukwila South, encompassing nearly 500 acres of new development and redevelopment, was 

approved by the city council in June.  The development includes annexation of 200+ acres south 

of the current city limits, all owned by La Pianta.  Plans call for extending Southcenter Parkway 

and development of over a million square feet of mixed use office, retail and residential units. 

 

Starfire Sports Complex, training home of the Seattle Sounders Major League Soccer team, has 

hosted a number of visiting teams including British Premiere League team Everton. 

 

 

Region 14, Pierce County 

Rob Karlinsey, City Administrator, City of Gig Harbor 

karlinseyr@cityofgigharbor.net 

 

City administrator Don Morrison reports that Bonney Lake has issued a bid solicitation for a 

20,000 square foot ―Interim Justice Center‖ that will be built as an LEED Silver specification 

retail/office building.  This building will serve as an interim city hall annex and court for the next 

several years.  The plan is to redevelop part of the downtown and relieve city hall overcrowding 

while continuing to assemble the final pieces of land and capital needed to construct a new civic 

center.  Like most cities, Bonney Lake is struggling to maintain essential services while 

reducing expenditures to meet decreased revenues.  Bonney Lake, which was one of the faster 

growing cities in the state, has seen construction plummet more than 75% (anybody need to rent 

a good building deptartment for a while?). 
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The mechanics of WCMA News 

 

We have been advised at MRSC to try not to send large attachments by web.  Apparently it has 

to do with overloading the equipment here, and also perhaps something to do with the new spam 

filters in use, both on the MRSC end, and on your end.  We’ve had a number of complaints in the 

past about people not being able to open a large attachment, specifically WCMA News.  For that  

reason, this issue is NOT being sent as an attachment to the folks signed up for the mass e-mail 

broadcast.  Instead, the WCMA website is being utilized by having the new issue posted there.  

And then the mass e-mail facility is being used to let you know that the new issue has been 

posted to the website.  If for some reason you have trouble opening it or obtaining it through the 

web, please let me know.  Send an e-mail to Ron Bartels at rbartels@mrsc.org.  And I’m hoping  

that you’ll talk up the fact that it’s out there among those WCMA folk in your area.  If you hear 

of someone who isn’t aware of it, please call this to their attention.  And perhaps tell them how 

to gain access.  The way is: 

 

A. Go to the WCMA website at http://wccma.org. 

B. In the stripe at the top of the page, you’ll see ―Newsletter‖.  Click on it. 

 

C. The page that comes up contains links to all the past issues of WCMA News  

that were put out in electronic format, as well as the new and current one.  That’s 

Volume 19, No. 3, December 2007, the ―hot off the press‖ issue. 

 

D. If you stumble onto somebody who does not have computer access, please also let 

us know at dknutson@mrsc.org.  We can mail them a paper copy.  They should 

be a member of WCMA, so perhaps some arm twisting is in order. 

 

Ron Bartels, editor 

WCMA News 

 

 

 

 

Transitions 

 

Mike Caldwell has been appointed interim city manager of Edgewood.  Mike had done similar 

duty in the past in Fife, and before retiring had been the city administrator of Lynnwood. 

 

Duane Cole, who has been city manager of Walla Walla, and the city council there, have parted 

company.  He has been appointed as the county manager of Clatsop County, Oregon. 

 

Mark Dombroski, former director of finance for City Light of Seattle, had been named the city 

administrator of Bainbridge Island.  And since that city has also voted to change from the 
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mayor/council form of government to the council/manager form, he is now the city manager 

there. 

 

Linda Herzog has been serving as interim city manager of Sequim. 

 

David Johnston is now the city manager of Maple Valley.  He is the former village 

administrator of Rantoul, Illinois. 

 

Merlin MacReynold, city manager of Chehalis, has agreed to become the WCMA Regional 

Representative for Region 2, which is Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pacific & Thurston Counties. 

 

Tim McCarty, support services director of Walla Walla, has been serving as interim city 

manager of Walla Walla. 

 

Subir Mukerjee, who has been assistant city manager of Olympia, has left that city to pursue 

other career opportunities. 

 

Mike McCarty, who has been Acting Executive Director of AWC, has been named the AWC 

Chief Executive Officer. 

 

Stan Strebel is the new deputy city manager of Pasco.  He had formerly served as admin/comm. 

services director there.  And prior to that, he had been city administrator of Ferndale. 

 

Steve Taylor has been appointed the city administrator of Connell.  He is a former council 

member of Spokane Valley. 

 

Kim Wilde, city manager of Edgewood, and the city council have parted company. 

 

 

 

 

 

WCMA Officers and Board Members 

 
President  Ben Yazici, City Manager, Sammamish 

   (425) 836-7902  byazici@ci.sammamish.wa.us 

 

Vice President  John Sherman, City Supervisor, Pullman 

   (509) 338-3212  john.sherman@pullman-wa.gov 

 

Past President  Andrew Neiditz, City Manager, Lakewood 

   (253) 589-2489  aneiditz@cityoflakewood.us 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Richard Yukubousky, Executive Director of MRSC 

   (206) 625-1300  ryukubousky@mrsc.org 
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Board of Directors 
   

 (2007 ï 2009) 

   Bob Hammond, City Manager, Kennewick 

   (509) 585-4238  robert.hammond@ci.kennewick.wa.us 

 

   Tansy Hayward, Assistant to the City Manager, Tacoma  

   (253) 591-5133  thayward@cityoftacoma.org 

 

   Julie Underwood, Assistant City Manager, Shoreline 

   (206) 801-2212  junderwood@ci.shoreline.wa.us 

 

   Gary Tomsic, City Manager, Blaine 

   (360) 332-8311  gtomsic@cityofblaine.com 

 

 (2008 ï 2010) 

 

John Caulfield, City Manager, Mountlake Terrace 

(425) 744-6205  Jcaulfield@ci.mlt.wa.us 

 

   Doug Schulze, City Manager, Normandy Park 

   (206) 248-7603  dougs@ci.normandy-park.wa.us 

 

   Dave Zabell, Assistant City Manager, Yakima 

   (509) 575-6040  dzabell@ci.yakima.wa.us 

 

Ex Officio members 
 

 Stan Finkelstein, Executive Director, Association of Washington Cities 

 (360) 753-4137  stanf@awcnet.org 

 

 Ron Bartels, RangeRider rangeriderwest@comcast.net 

 (360) 438-5216 

 

 Roger Crum, RangeRider 

 (509) 363-0034  rdcrum@comcast.net 

 

Al Locke, RangeRider 

(360) 427-4271  jeanynal@earthlink.com 

  

Stan McNutt, RangeRider 

(208) 245-5043  rangerider@smgazette.com 

 

 

 

2009 Calendar 

 

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, August 18  --  21, 2009, Enzian Inn, Leavenworth, Washington 

 

• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, September 13  --  16. 2009, Montréal, Quebéc, Canada 

 

2010 Calendar 

 

• ICMA Regional Summit, March 11  --  12, 2010, San Diego, California 
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• Northwest Management Conference, March 30  --  April 2, 2010, Resort at the 

Mountain, Welches, Oregon 

 

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference, June 22  --  25,  

2010, Hilton Conference Center, Vancouver, Washington 

 

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, August 17  --  20, 2010, Sun Mountain Lodge, Winthrop, 

Washington 

 

• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, October 17  --  20, 2010, San Jose/Santa Clara County, California 

 

 

2011 Calendar 

 

• Northwest Management Conference, March 22  --  25, 2011, Skamania Lodge,  

Stevenson, Washington 

 

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference, June 21  --  25, 

2011, Spokane Convention Center, Spokane, Washington 

 

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, August 16  --  19, 2011, Semi-ah-moo, Blaine, Washington 

 

• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, September 18  --  21, 2011, Milwaukee City/County, Wisconsin 
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WCMA News is a publication of the Washington City/County 

 Management Association.  President, Ben Yazici 
 Editor, Ron Bartels 

 
Please send news articles to: 

 
WCMA News c/o MRSC 

2601 4
th
 Avenue, Suite 800    ¶    Seattle, WA 98121-1280 

(206) 625-1300 Phone ¶ 1-800-933-6772 
(206) 625-1220 Fax 

 
or preferably e-mail randeriderwest@comcast.net or to 

rbartels@mrsc.org 
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