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President’s Message 

 
If it‟s not too late by the time you‟re reading this message, don‟t forget the NW Regional 

Managers‟ Conference, hosted by our Oregon colleagues, will take place at the Salishan Inn at 

Gleneden Beach on the Oregon Coast on March 11-14.  We‟re hoping for a healthy WCCMA 

turnout to balance OCCMA.  For more info, check out www.occma.org. 

 

Although the form of government in Ocean Shores was overturned in November to “strong 

mayor”, the City of Federal Way withstood an initiative challenge to its council-manager form of 

government on the election ballot on February 19
th

.  ICMA had “weighed-in” and contributed 

support and funding to the citizens committee which successfully opposed the proposition to 

eliminate the council-manager plan.  What I found intriguing in my observation from a few miles 

south was that the proponents of the change had rallied around the theme of “accountability” and 

specifically their desire to elect the mayor.  So, a challenge to the role of a professional city 

manager position was in effect fueled by the “elect the mayor” issue, which is of course not 

synonymous to a strong mayor form of government.  Tacoma, Olympia, and Vancouver all have 

council-manager systems where the mayor‟s position is directly elected by the voters.  As I‟ve 

consulted with ICMA, it turns out that the majority of council-manager cities across the nation 

do have elected mayors.  So, perhaps as “food for thought”, Washington‟s council-manager cities 

may want to consider whether electing a mayor is a preferred system, or at least one that is more 

easily understood by citizens at large. 

 

Past-president Duane Cole has been leading the committee undertaking a review of our bylaws in 

regard to election of boardmembers, and we plan to have that completed before our annual 

conference in August. 

 

Wishing you all a good Spring! 

 

Andrew Neiditz 

President, WCMA 

Lakewood City Manager 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Need Advice or Help? 

 

What to do?  Call a Range Rider!!  Of course!  Count them!!  There are now five of them!  Lots 

and lots of experience to draw from.  They are: 

 

 Ron Bartels     Roger Crum      
 2201 Chambers Lake Lane SE  3406 S Grand Blvd., Apt. 312 

 Lacey, WA 98503-6935   Spokane, WA 99204 

 Phone:  (360) 438-5216   Phone:  (509) 363-0034 

 Cell phone:  (206) 948-4924   E-mail:  rdcrum@comcast.net 

 E-mail:  rangeriderwest@comcast.net  

 

Al Locke     Stan McNutt 
 PO Box 13     271 Ryan Loop 

 Allyn, WA 98524-0013   St. Maries, ID 83861-7111 

 Phone:  (360) 427-4271   Phone/Fax:  (208) 245-5043 

 E-mail:  aljeanynel@earthlink.net  E-mail:  rangerider@smgazette.com 

 

 L. Joe Miller      

 4400 Stone Way N, #300 

 Seattle, WA 98103 

 Phone:  (206) 547-0424 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

 

How about taking time to check up on yourself?  Please take a look at your listing on the WCMA 

roster.  And if it‟s not current and/or correct, please send what it should say, and immediately let 

us know what that might be.  We try to keep the roster current, but we do find lapses, both in 

members letting us know of changes, and in getting things we‟re given up to date. 

 

Go to the WCMA website at http://wccma.org.  Click on “Membership”, and then click on 

“Directory”.  Put in your last name, click on the search button, and take a look.  If it‟s okay, 

please let us know.  If it needs changing, let us know that, too, and how it should be changed.  

After all, it‟s your organization, and you should be able to control how you‟re listed.  If, along 

the way, you stumble on something that tells us all that the listing for another person, or for 

someone you know, is incorrect, please send us an alert, and we‟ll chase it down.  Send the 

results to Donita Knutson at dknutson@mrsc.org.  And thanks! 

 

Ron Bartels, editor 

WCMA News 
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A Special Note: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, it‟s now beyond the deadline to register.  But if you‟d lost the papers, or you‟d simply let it 

get buried and forgotten until now, you might try anyway. 

 

The president of our host group, the Oregon City/County Managers Association, actually sent us 

a special note and invitation.  That‟s Phil Messina, who was formerly one of us in Washington.  

He‟s worked in Steilacoom, and was city administrator of Colfax, Burlington, and North Bend. 

 

 

 

And now, the news: 

 

Region 1, Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap & Mason Counties 

Lynn Nordby, Consultant 

lknordby@msn.com 

 

Bainbridge Island  Interviews for a new city administrator to replace Mary Jo Briggs, who left 

the position after three and a half years at the end of January, were scheduled for the third week 

of  February.  In the interim, police chief, Matt Haney has been selected as acting city 

administrator.  By the time of this publication the city may have selected Mary Jo‟s successor 

from among the four finalists, Steve Burkett, Mark Dombroski, John Fischbach and Phillip 

Messina.  All four were introduced to the public at a reception. 

 

Port Townsend  Dave Timmons, city manager, reports that he‟s just returned from halfway 

„round the world beginning in Croatia where he has been following up on previous exchanges 

with communities there grappling with the establishment of local government as well as 

economic issues.  From there he traveled to India as part of the ICMA International Committee.   

On the local front, Dave says the newly elected councilmembers are working well together and 

that a great deal of time and effort has been expended dealing with the impact on the community 

of the loss of passenger car ferry service between Port Townsend and Whidbey Island. 

On a personal note Dave and his wife became grandparents over the holidays!  Congratulations! 
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The Northwest Regional Management Conference is upon us! 

If you‟re not yet registered, take a look at: 

http://www.occma.org/Conferences/NWRegionalConference/tabid/3308/Default.aspx 
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Region 2, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pacific & Thurston Counties 

Mike McCarty, Assistant Director, Operations and Services, AWC 

mikem@awcnet.org 

 

Merlin MacReynold, city manager, reports that it has been an amazing year in Chehalis.  The 

trout fishing is great in Lewis County, especially on the Cowlitz, certain parts of the Chehalis 

and an unnamed river.  The unnamed river will remain so because the trout fishing is just too 

good to share.  Unfortunately since August I have not done any fishing, which is a great 

disappointment. 

 

We have demolished old city hall and the old library, remodeled new city hall and provided 

temporary space to the library.  The walls on the new library started going up today (February 

28) on the Chehalis Commons across the street.  We have done all this with private and existing 

funds.  As of January everyone is in the new city hall and across the street from what will be the 

new library. 

 

We continue to seek to improve the traffic situation on Chamber Way in spite of the federal 

highway department and the department of transportation‟s endless reviews, comments and 

timelines.  We hope to go out to bid sometime in March.  I would say more, but I suppose I have 

said too much already and I will continue to be on the Wash DOT regional office‟s XXXX list. 

 

On December 3, 2007 Lewis County and the cities of Chehalis and Centralia experienced the 

largest flood event in the past fifty years.  Based upon my experience, it was beyond belief.  The 

aftermath was even more so and continues to be so.  Actually, the aftermath has been 

significantly more challenging than the event. 

 

The flood costs, loss of sales tax, and reductions in the local property tax assessments are 

significantly impacting our financial situation over the next year.  This will create even more 

challenges. 

 

All in all, as I approach the end of my second year in Chehalis, I can say with certainty that it 

has been more of a challenge than I ever would have imagined.  At the same time, I love it.  The 

one down side is that I have not been able to fish nearly enough.  But, I have hope for the future 

on that unnamed river. 

 

From Yelm, city administrator Shelly Badger reports the following: 

 

Mayor Ron Harding presented his State of the City address to the Yelm Area Chamber of 

Commerce and members of the public in February.  Well received, the presentation highlighted 

the city‟s accomplishments over the last two years and plans for the remaining two of his current 

term. 
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Among the milestones reached were completions of several more sections of a connecting mini-

loop on the north side of the city and the building of a $4.3 million Public Safety 

Building/Municipal Court facility and Emergency Operations Center. 

 

The concept of “connectivity” is working well in Yelm, allowing residents an alternative route to 

navigate through the city without entering into commuter traffic.  Another section of the mini-

loop is funded and slated for completion this year. 

 

A series of grants from the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) has enabled improvements 

and additions to that connector system with minimum cost to taxpayers and maximum benefit. 

Computer traffic models demonstrate the traffic improvements since 2005 and, obviously, TIB‟s 

continued support validates the program as worthwhile. 

 

Major work on Yelm Avenue West (SR 510) that bisects the west end of the city will be 

completed in 2008.  When finished, Yelm Avenue West will have a new center turn lane, 

sidewalks on both sides of the street, trees, lights, and landscaping.  Financed by creation of a 

“Local Improvement District,” the project will greatly enhance the appeal of available 

commercial properties in that area. 

 

Yelm received a grant last year to build the Yelm Prairie Line Trail, a 1.1 mile stretch of 

pedestrian-friendly path that joins with the north end of the Chehalis-Western Trail in the middle 

of the city.  When complete, the trail will be a safe route between several residential 

developments on the north side and create another link in a trail system that will extend into 

neighboring Pierce County.  The Yelm Prairie Line Trail is a great asset, reinforcing our desire 

to be a more “walkable” community, and gives our multi-modal transportation policy some 

“legs.” 

 

New projects in the works are a new home for the Yelm Prairie Historical Museum, which will 

move to a house on city property.  We anticipate major volunteer contributions to the required 

remodel for the museum and its new location will enhance improvements to our downtown core. 

 

After the police department moves into the new Public Safety Building, the old police station 

will be razed and a new Community Center will take its place.  The community center project 

will spearhead a revamp of Yelm City Park, which is the center of all major community events. 

 

 

Region 3, Clark, Cowlitz, Skamania & Wahkiakum Counties 

Lloyd Halverson, City Administrator, City of Camas 

lhalverson@ci.camas.wa.us 

 

Greetings, from sunny SW Washington. 
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Winter has loosened its grip, the earliest spring signs are evident. 

 

In our area, the ranks of WCMA members are dependable and stable.   The worries I hear and 

sense relate to the apparent and feared economic slowdown, and, of course, to the current and 

2009 budgets.  A regional issue of interest is the “Columbia River Crossing”, which is the much 

needed transportation link between Washington and Oregon at the I-5 Crossing.  The current 

bridge “jammed up” many hours of weekdays, and the congestion is becoming worse.  The 

discussions, studies, meetings, etc., continue as conditions degrade.  Hope has it that this issue 

will reach conclusion in 2008; and then substantial work can start.  Seems that tolls are inevitable 

(such was the case with the initial span in 1917, and with the second span in the 1950s).  Will the 

new crossing include light rail, connecting the Metro system from Portland, Oregon, to 

Vancouver and Clark County?  Stay tuned. 

 

Let this article now turn to professional collaboration between WCMA and our Polish 

professional partners.  Last year at the spring conference, WCMA President Duane Cole signed 

an important collaboration agreement with the Forum of Sekretarz of Holy Province and the 

Foundation for the Support of Local Democracy.  The agreement was signed by the Presidents of 

the cooperating professional organizations, as many of us witnessed.  The three Polish local 

government professionals took part in our spring conference, and provided presentations about 

their local government and professional achievements and challenges.  Their English language 

skills were outstanding (especially compared with our Polish!).  As part of continuing exchanges, 

Bill MacDonald (DuPont city administrator), Joe Kalinowski (retired corporate director), and I 

were featured speakers at a local government seminar in Kielce, Poland, in April of 2007.  This 

all was very well received, and we were honored to take part. 

 

As further follow-up, in September, 2007, delegations of eight local officials from Poland visited 

our region, and were hosted by the partner cities of Hillsboro, Oregon, DuPont, Camas, WCMA 

members, and MRSC executive director Rich Yukubousky.  The Poles were very pleased with 

the visit, both professionally and personally.  And the collaboration continues.  This May, the 

Forum and Foundation are sponsoring and organizing cooperative professional activities in 

Poland.  Rich Yukubousky and I will “carry the flag” for WCMA, and for our US partner 

communities.  Look to the next newsletter for a further update. 

 

The interest, support and encouragement of WCMA and our communities is deeply appreciated.  

I feel strongly that we are making a contribution toward professional management, and also 

benefit from the cooperation.  I‟ll see if we can get membership in the organization which calls 

itself “The Foundation for the Support of Local Democracy”.  What a name.  With origins in the 

Solidarity movement, what a story the Foundation members have to tell. 

 

So, that is a brief update from SW Washington, with a WCMA international collaboration twist. 

 

Lloyd Halverson 
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Region 4, Kittitas, Klickitat & Yakima Counties 

Frank Sweet, City Supervisor, City of Selah 

fsweet@elltel.net 

 

There‟s an announcement out to solicit applications for the city manager position in Sunnyside.  

Take a look at www.wccma.org/employment.htm. 

 

 

Region 5, Benton, Franklin & Walla Walla Counties 

Gary Crutchfield, City Manager, City of Pasco 

zunkert@ci.pasco.wa.us 

 

The following information comes to us from Connell: 

 

Region 8, Ferry, Pend Oreille, Spokane, & Stevens Counties  

Lewis “Griff” Griffin 

Transferred to Region 5, now City Administrator, City of Connell 

lewisgriffin@centurytel.net 

 

Lewis Griffin, formerly city administrator at Liberty Lake, is back working in public sector 

management after throwing his hat in the ring for elective office this past year.  “Griff” decided it 

was a very good experience but not one he plans to repeat after losing a race for a position on the 

Spokane city council to a former councilman.  He reports: 

 

I decided that I needed to get back to the city management side of public sector work.  I 

applied for the position of city administrator at Connell, where I have been working for 

the past month.  Many of you know Art Tackett, who recently retired after serving as city 

administrator for Connell for many years.  Art is continuing to be involved in public 

arena management as the community and economic development manager for Benton-

Franklin Council of Governments. 

 

I‟ve found the people and elected officials a pleasure to work with.  Connell has some 

unique challenges with a new Washington state prison in the process of being built.  

Connell currently has a minimum security facility, Coyote Ridge, which houses 600 

inmates.  Once the new, 2048 bed, $243 million medium security facility is built, the 

combined capacity of the corrections center will have room for 2,648 inmates and will be 

the largest in the state.  When completed, the corrections center will employ as many as 

500 - 600 full time employees, including corrections officers, support service personnel 

and medical staff. 

 

The project, currently the largest non-transportation public works project in Washington  
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and the largest prison construction project in the U.S., is on track to be the first prison  

facility to receive at least a LEED silver rating, a designation given to environmentally 

sustainable construction projects by the U.S. Green Building Council for leadership in 

energy and environmental design. 

 

Since I‟m just getting started here in Connell, I‟ll have a more newsworthy report about 

Connell in the next newsletter. 

 

Growth in Pasco has slowed somewhat, reports Gary Crutchfield, city manager.  New housing 

starts declined from more than 1,000 in 2005 to 518 in 2007 and looks to be about 400 this year.  

Even at the reduced rate, though, the city is growing at a 3% annual clip!  The state Supreme 

Court finally ruled in October (18 months after oral argument) that Pasco’s rental licensing 

ordinance was indeed constitutional (the court‟s decision was 7-2, not 5-4 as reported in the 

Puget Sound Business Journal).  That was the good news; the bad news is that a Puget Sound 

association of rental owners has stepped in to support an appeal to the US Supreme Court, asking 

that the federal court find a constitutional conflict where the state could not.  Another year of 

delay but, on the bright side, rejection of their petition for review should settle the matter with 

finality and allow other cities to move forward with greater certainty that they will be able to 

defend the program while the community realizes its benefits.  Since that controversy seems to 

be winding down, the city is preparing to foster another by being the local redevelopment 

authority (LRA) to determine the best future use of a surplus army reserve building in town.  

Seems simple enough, right?  The feds require the facility (which is a 40-year old concrete block 

building on seven acres surrounded by industrial classified lands) to be first considered for 

“homeless” purposes.  To add to the complexity, a local veteran‟s group feels entitled to the 

building so they can establish a “one-stop” assistance center for veterans in the region.  And, of 

course, the local port (which owns land adjacent the site) wants to use it for industrial 

development purposes.  If any of you have gone through this LRA process, please give me a call! 

 

Richland broke ground on a rainy January day for the renovation and expansion of its public 

library, reports city manager Cindy Johnson.  Voters approved a $17.25 million bond issue to 

fund the project and the library‟s temporary home in a leased facility.  The construction project 

will be completed by summer 2009.  Richland’s Claybell Park will also increase in size:  In 

January Governor Chris Gregoire signed a deed for the transfer of 38 acres of Department of 

Natural Resource lands to Richland. master planning for the 49-acre park will occur this year.  

This spring, the parks and recreation department is initiating community conversation about the 

findings of a 2007 parks use assessment.  Cindy reports that Richland will soon be asking its 

residents for their biennial assessment of all city services, as well as their long-range “needs and 

wants” for the community.  City staff will use service assessments as one source for collecting 

benchmarking information.  City council will use results of the biennial survey to help establish 

direction for its long-range planning and budgeting process.  Despite the slowing economy 

nationwide, residents and businesses are making their own long-range plans as Richland’s  
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growth in both areas remains strong.  With its physical growth, the city continues to look at the  

need to build an additional fire station and replace/relocate one of its existing three stations.  

Municipal growth also recently spurred the solid waste division to restructure its garbage 

collection routes.  Finally, Cindy reports that Richland kicked off the celebration of its 50
th

 

anniversary at the first council meeting of the year.  City council and staff dressed in styles from 

the 1950s for the event.  The internal news team is planning several anniversary projects and 

events, culminating with fireworks in December. 

 

Walla Walla was nearly blown away on January 4, 2008 with a wind gust over 80 mph breaking 

the wind gage at the airport, reports Duane Cole, city manager.  The storm was very localized 

with communities and areas five miles to the north unaffected.  Parks and cemetery lost over 100 

trees and there were numerous trees down on private property.  Power was out for some residents 

into the next week. 

Richland and Pasco cities sent down their busy crews to help our crews pick up and grind the 

downed limbs.  Duane says, “I cannot thank Cindy Johnson (Richland) and Gary Crutchfield 

(Pasco) enough for the help.” 

We let contracts to remove the down trees and root balls.  Some residents were „boot-legging‟ 

downed wood out of the parks which we discouraged but did not intervene.  We noticed that if 

the limbs were large enough to burn in a wood stove or fireplace they disappeared very fast. 

Like many of your organizations the cold and flu season is here.  Many of our parks crew 

members have been staying at home recovering from illness.  One day last week we had two 

guys on the parks crew at work and we had to send one home because he was coughing so much.  

We are looking forward to warmer weather and getting everyone back to work.  February has 

been a struggle. 

On a brighter note, Secretary of the Veterans Administration Peake, Senator Murray and 

Congresswoman McMorris-Rodgers were in town on February 19 to announce plans to construct 

a $6.7 million residential mental health and chemical dependency treatment center at the VA.  

This will be the start of what we hope will be a new medical center which will be constructed in 

2011 to 2013.  The medical center is number 14 on the list of new projects nation-wide in the 

President‟s budget – three projects are actually funded.  We have worked on restoring and 

expanding services at the VA for four years and the tide is beginning to turn. 

I am serving with many others on an ICMA Sustainability committee.  We have local interest in 

this topic so I put together a presentation of what Walla Walla is doing to be sustainable.  I was 

surprised at how much is getting done.  I will put the information on the city‟s web site – 

www.ci.walla-walla.wa.us.  Keep up the good work out there. 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WCMA News  9          March 2008 

 

http://www.ci.walla-walla.wa.us/


 

Region 6, Asotin, Columbia, Garfield & Whitman Counties 

John Sherman, City Supervisor, City of Pullman 

john.sherman@pullman-wa.gov 

 

Colfax city administrator Carl Thompson reports they were successful in rebidding and awarding 

their Mill Street project.  Extra T.I.B. funding was secured in support of the project.  He is very 

pleased that this long anticipated project will get underway soon. 

 

Pullman city supervisor John Sherman reports that all is going well in Pullman.  The city and 

WSU have been discussing a number of cooperative projects.  So far Pullman continues to 

experience a vibrant construction market.  However, it would be considered a very stable market 

compared to the boom economies that many cities have enjoyed.  The city is still anticipating 

significant financial challenges in 2009 due to sales tax declines relating to the completion of 

major WSU construction projects.  The city is making preparations for this challenge. 

 

 

Region 7, Adams, Grant, & Lincoln Counties 

Ehman Sheldon, City Administrator, City of Othello 

administrator@othellowashington.us 

 

Like all other cities, Othello is gearing up for spring and summer projects.  The election process 

resulted in 3 new council members, actually two as one new member was previously a council 

member. 

 

The new aquatic center was completed and operational in 2007.  The city subsidized the old 

rectangular pool $40,000 a year.  The new aquatic center zero depth pool, lap pool, lazy river, 

and slide needed only $20,000 subsidy from the general fund. 

 

Othello is growing.  We have expanded our boundaries to the east and south.  To the east we 

grew by 174 acres and to the south 64 acres.  This expansion will provide needed growth areas 

for business.  A newly formed Adams County Economic Development Council is heading up all 

economic development for the county.  The group consists of twenty-one members from the 

county, all cities and the port district.  Our motto is “Adams County is open for business”. 

 

 

Region 8, Ferry, Pend Oreille, Spokane, & Stevens Counties 

Lewis “Griff” Griffin, in transition 

l-ygriffin@sisna.com 

 

The heading above for Region 8 was correct at the time the call was issued for information for 

this issue of WCMA News.  It‟s no longer correct.  Griff is now serving as city administrator of 

Connell, so be sure to go back and take a look at Region 5. 
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From Cheney, the headline reads as follows: 

 

Cheney hires a new City Administrator.  Arlene Fisher, formerly the Director of Finance 

and Administration for the City of Liberty Lake accepted the position and began working 

for the City on January 2, 2008. 

On January 21, 2008, Cheney, Spokane and the West Plains region was hit with a major 

snowstorm.  Cheney received record snowfall causing power outages from tree limbs heavy 

with wet snow falling on power lines.  Fire and rescue responded to stranded motorists due to 

treacherous driving conditions and road closures.  Thirty-two hours into the storm, Cheney 

activated their emergency management plan and Mayor Gainer issued a state of emergency.  

City hall closed for 2 1/2 days and for the first time in 27 yrs., Eastern Washington  

University closed for 2 days while street crews worked around the clock to open streets and 

arterials.  Due to the efforts of the Cheney light department, residents were without power 

for only 6 hours.  The city activated and opened a Red Cross shelter to assist the 1800 rural 

neighbors outside the city who were without power for several days.  Over the next 48 hours, 

Spokane County and Governor Gregoire declared a state of emergency.  “Once we realized 

the gravity of the storm with no break over a 48-hr period, we put the plan into action,” 

Fisher, said.  She added the city crews did a phenomenal job keeping the streets open for 

emergency vehicles.  Fire chief Mike Winters added, “I must admit the firefighters enjoyed 

making a few calls on Mobile 1” (a borrowed snowmobile).  “The teamwork and 

coordination efforts from the city staff resulted. 

 

A note the thanks  --  Arlene says, “As a new city administrator with only 22 days on the job 

the, last thing I anticipated was a major snowstorm, activating an emergency management plan 

and having a state of emergency being declared.  I am an avid reader of the ICMA website, 

newsletters and articles submitted by other managers.  To those managers who wrote about 

managing and/or surviving a natural disaster event – thank you.  Thankfully, we did not 

experience a catastrophic event, but your words of wisdom helped me through some very 

challenging moments.” 

 

In 2008, Spokane Valley celebrates the fifth anniversary of its incorporation on March 31, 2003.  

Now the seventh largest city in the state, the population of Spokane Valley has grown from 

82,005 at incorporation to 88,280.  There are now more than 4,800 businesses licensed to operate 

in the city, including twelve of Spokane County’s largest employers. 

  

City staffing has also grown from a handful of transitional staffers in the beginning to 98 

employees.  That low number is a direct result of the decision to contract out many of the 

municipal services traditionally provided in-house. 
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Spokane Valley contracts with Spokane County for seventeen of its services, including animal 

control, law enforcement, jail and probation services, road maintenance and more.  Numerous 

contracts with private parties supply such needs as engineering and design services, aquatics 

operation, parks maintenance and a wide variety of small works functions. 

  

A primary focus for city staffers and consultants continues to be the revitalization of the 

Sprague/Appleway corridor, the east-west transportation throughway that is one of Spokane 

Valley’s most readily recognized features.  Adoption of the proposed plan is anticipated later this 

year. 

  

Included in plans to reinvigorate the corridor is a new city center.  Located near the geographic 

heart of Spokane Valley, the proposed center will incorporate a mix of commercial, residential 

and public buildings, including a new library and city hall. 

  

The city reports, “In five short years, we have accomplished a great deal and laid the foundation 

for much more.  We look forward to updating you soon.” 
 
 

Region 9, Chelan, Douglas, & Okanogan Counties 

Richard Brinkman, City Administrator, City of Leavenworth 

cityadmin@cityofleavenworth.com 

 

No report. 

 

David Fonfara, City Administrator, City of Chelan 

dfonfara@nwi.net 

 

The WCMA website carries an announcement for the city administrator position in Chelan.  

Take a look at www.wccma.org/employment.htm. 

 

 

Region 10, Island, San Juan, Skagit & Whatcom Counties 

Gary Tomsic, City Manager, City of Blaine 

gtomsic@cityofblaine.com 

 

Gary Tomsic, Blaine city manager, submits the following: 

 

Like in many communities, residential construction activity in Blaine has slowed dramatically.  

The past several years we have issued 150 permits.  This year we are down to less than 20.  The 

early spring activity in the building department indicates that this slow-down will probably 

continue through 2008.  The good news is that commercial and public project construction has 

increased.  2008 should be a busy year with several large construction projects ready to begin.  

The GSA is building a new Peace Arch border facility which will take two years to finish.  The 

project will have significant impact to traffic in Blaine since all southbound traffic will be  
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diverted into town for a year period.  In addition, the school district has a $40 million bond issue 

on the ballot this month.  If it passes, they will begin a multi-year building project. 

 

The best news of the year is that we are currently advertising for bids for our new wastewater 

treatment facility.  This $30 plus million dollar project will be under construction early this 

summer.  We were very pleased to have eight qualified firms at the pre-bid conference last week.  

We are also very pleased that the project funding is pretty much in place with large participation 

from the public works trust fund (PWTF) and the clean water fund (CWF).  We have also 

received a $1 million grant for the water re-use component of the project.  Funding applications 

have been submitted to rural development.  It looks like this project is a go after ten years of 

work. 

 

Blaine’s second large project is to close our municipal airport.  This has been a very contentious 

issue for many years.  Closing the airport will be very expensive.  We have to buy out leases and 

pay back grants.  Our goal is to have the airport closed and the property sold by the end of 2008.  

If we can get the waste water treatment plant under construction and the airport closed, I will 

consider it a successful year! 

 

City administrator Bill Vervolf reports from Lynden: 
 

It appears that Lynden, will finally get some new digs.  Lynden’s city hall project bid opening is 

scheduled for March 6.  They are planning to construct a new facility that will be two stories plus 

a full basement.  The footprint will be 7500 square feet and is estimated to cost around $5 

million.  The project should be under construction this summer. 

 

Bill also reports that Lynden will be a replacing a large culvert that spanned 17
th

 Street until a 

very large sink-hole developed in the road a while back.  This project will cost $1.2 million. 

 

 

Region 11, Snohomish County 

Larry Bauman, City Manager, City of Snohomish 

bauman@ci.snohomish.wa.us 

 

From Arlington, city administrator Allen Johnson reports: 

 

As is the case with most of us, economic development has become the main focus of Arlington.  

Part of the city‟s focus has been to develop new gateway signage to direct visitors to key 

locations around the city.  The city council approved a $25,000 contract with UW graduate 

students to assist the city with this project.  The public reviewed the students work in mid-

February and provided excellent feedback that is now being incorporated.  The city council will 

be reviewing the concepts at a workshop in March. 

 

The city is anxiously awaiting the passage of the public works trust fund bill by the state 

legislature so that we can continue our work on the expansion of our wastewater treatment plant.   
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The city‟s current WWTP discharges to the Stillaguamish River and has also hit the magic 85% 

capacity mark.  Our current plan for expansion includes converting to a newer membrane 

bioreactor treatment method that will result in cleaner discharge to the river.  The $10 million 

loan will kick our project into high gear, with completion expected in 2009 or 2010. 

 

Arlington received a $520,000 grant from the department of ecology to design and construct a 

stormwater retention facility on city-owned farmland that lies just outside our UGA.  The 

wetland system will be used to treat stormwater from the city‟s downtown core before it is 

discharged into the Stillaguamish River. 

 

From Mountlake Terrace, city manager John Caulfield reports: 

 

2008 started off a whole lot different than expected.  First one councilmember resigned in 

December after moving out of the community, which was expected.  However, then another  

councilmember unexpectedly resigned in mid-January.  The council received 13 applicants  

interested in filling the first vacancy and after filling that one, appointed a second from the 

remaining applicants. 

 

Last year, the city for the first time hired a lobbyist to help pursue federal funds  --  the result was 

an earmark appropriation totaling $500,000 for a water main that needs to be upgraded.  We have 

hired the same firm (APCO) and will again be pursuing both federal earmarks and federal grant 

funds in support of transportation and water main projects again this year. 

 

Mountlake Terrace is also working with Snohomish County and local cities in determining 

whether or not to pursue the formation of a transportation benefit district (TBD).  So far, our 

commitment has been one of continuing the dialogue and reviewing options. 

 

The heavy rains on December 3 created some havoc  --  flooding was so bad that one of our I-5 

intersection on ramps was closed due to flooding.  Of course that is nothing compared to the 

damage incurred further down south.  It‟s just that the constant 100 year storms occurring every 

other year or so is beginning to get old  --  one can set their watch  --  November or early 

December annually.  Our city has been working with several of our surrounding cities 

(Edmonds, Lake Forest Park, Lynnwood, and Shoreline) to develop a strategy to address the 

flooding that continues to occur in a basin we all share. 

 

Last year, the city council reinstated a police citizens academy, which was very successful.  This 

year‟s academy will be expanded to include not only police activities, but other departments as 

well.  In addition, our interim police chief, Larry Dickerson (retired from Lacey) has developed 

and implemented a seniors academy designed to provide seniors with an understanding of the 

operations and resources of the Mountlake Terrace police department. 

 

We were recently notified that we have been awarded The Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for 
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our 2006 comprehensive annual financial report.  This was the first CAFR prepared by the city in 

almost 10 years.  It is quite an accomplishment for our finance department  --  having to start 

from scratch to meet all the requirements of this award. 

 

That‟s all for now…take care…John 

 

City manager Larry Bauman, Snohomish, reports: 

 

Financing requirements for more than $20 million in wastewater system improvements has been 

a major focus for the city council and city manager‟s office in early 2008.  Based on an FCS 

Group rate study, the council in January made the difficult but necessary decision to approve a 

25.65 percent increase in wastewater rates for 2008.  The rate increases are necessary to begin 

funding the work to reduce combined sewer overflows and remodel the existing wastewater  

treatment plant, both of which are required by a lawsuit by the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance that 

resulted in a federal court consent decree. 

 

The financial burden on Snohomish is exacerbated by the fact that we are continuing to repay 

bonds used to build the existing treatment plant completed in 1996.  In 1999, a state DOE study 

of dissolved oxygen in the Snohomish River resulted in higher standards that the plant could no 

longer meet with its then new design and treatment methods. 

 

The city‟s strategy has been to capitalize the improvements with 25 percent funded by rates to 

repay new public works trust fund loans, with 75 percent of costs to be covered by federal and 

state grants.  While the city has received $5.9 million to date in state grants for the projects, no 

federal funds have been allocated, principally due to the suddenly constricted congressional 

earmarking budget process, the only method of receiving significant funding for such projects.  

We‟ll be making another application for $5 million in state and tribal grant (STAG) funds 

through our congressional delegation this year, but the prospects of funding this amount are not 

high at this point. 

 

As many local government leaders know, regulating the impacts of adjacent or in-city airports 

can be highly problematic.  Snohomish has been monitoring these issues locally in relationship 

to the existing uses and master plans being developed for Harvey Airfield (within our UGA) as 

regulated by WSDOT‟s aviation land use compatibility program.  The following observations 

and words of warning come from our planning director (and ICMA/WCMA member) Corbitt 

Loch: 

  

If you have an airport in or near your community, you need to be aware of WSDOT‟s 

aviation land use compatibility program.  The web address is: 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/Planning/LandUseCompProg.htm.  WSDOT takes full  

advantage of the requirements of the growth management act to ensure that  
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municipalities do nothing other than embrace any and all aviation programs and facilities.  

This one-sided approach requires that cities‟ land use regulations severely constrain 

property rights upon lands up to a mile from a runway.  Meanwhile, there is no 

requirement that airports develop plans for their ultimate build-out.  How, then, can cities 

ensure their land use plans will be compatible with aviation facility improvements not yet 

even contemplated?  WSDOT‟s aviation land use compatibility program does not provide 

insight on how municipalities can achieve the urban land uses and densities called for by 

the growth management act, by economic necessity, and political reality.  While airports 

can certainly be a strong economic engine for a community, the owners of property 

outside the airport always envision more opportunity than that offered by land uses that 

do not require the presence of people.  WSDOT‟s aviation land use compatibility 

program is missing the balance needed to be a successful mandate. 

 

 

Region 12, North King County 

Mitch Wasserman, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, City of Clyde Hill 

mitch@clydehill.org 

 

The Bothell report comes from city manager Bob Stowe: 

 

Downtown Bothell Revitalization Closer Than Ever 

 

In its 100-year history, Bothell has gone from frontier town to vibrant employment and 

educational center.  As the Centennial approaches in 2009, the city strives to provide even 

greater opportunities for citizens through new downtown jobs and housing options, new and 

improved public spaces, and by reconnecting the city to its river heritage.  The city is working on 

several projects to restore the vibrancy to downtown and give the figurative heart of the city its 

beat. 

 

In Bothell’s recent history, the development of the technology corridor fueled the local economy 

and provided financial resources to fund municipal services.  Now, proposed plans promise to 

produce the next generation of Bothell reinvestment.  In the next 25 years, proposed downtown 

public projects using existing resources and grants are projected to catalyze a projected $670 

million in private mixed-use investment which includes1,360 new permanent family-wage jobs, 

2,700 residential units, and 650,000 square feet of commercial space to house new business in 

Bothell’s 200-acre downtown.  

 

City staff and consultants are currently creating development regulations and guidelines that will 

govern private sector investment for discussion and consideration with the community and the 

council later this year.  The city is also focusing on three major public investments of over $100 

million to stimulate the revitalization process in downtown.  These projects include the 

following: 
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 Crucial among the city‟s catalyst projects is the Bothell Crossroads SR 522 Realignment 

Project.  The realignment of this highway one block south will reduce congestion by 

uncoupling the existing intersection of SR 522/SR 527 from Main Street, and allowing 

Main Street to extend to the west, linking it with the Northshore School District site.  

These realigned streets form an enhanced network of commercial blocks for future 

development. 

 

The city recently closed on a key piece of property needed for the Bothell Crossroads 

project.  The final purchase price was $6.5 million and the acquisition includes 12 

operating businesses that will need to be relocated by the project start date of 2010.  The 

city is in the process of acquiring the remaining properties associated with the Crossroads 

project.  The city has secured funding from a variety of sources, including $10.7 million  

from city funds, $7 million from the Washington State Capital Programs Budget and $25 

million from the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization Board 2007 

Local Infrastructure Financing Tool (LIFT) Program. 

 

 Another important project is the Multiway Boulevard along the existing SR 527.  This 

project will be a first of its kind in the state.  It provides an innovative solution that knits 

the existing downtown shopping district together with new development areas, creating a 

pedestrian-centric street while moving traffic swiftly through its center lanes.  City 

council endorsed the Boulevard concept in June 2007 to move forward project design. 

Minimum heights along the Boulevard provide opportunities for the development of 

additional office and residential space, and features side access lanes with parking to 

support businesses.  It will also include street trees and wide sidewalks to make driving 

through or visiting Bothell a more memorable experience. 

 

 The final major public investment is a new city hall to consolidate department staff now 

inadequately housed in several buildings.  This improvement is part of a growing Pacific 

Northwest trend to make civic buildings part of the community fabric, by encouraging 

public gathering and civic space co-located with municipal service centers.  This project 

enhances citizen convenience, city efficiency and leverages the need for space to enhance 

economic opportunities in the central business district.  This facility will be designed and 

constructed to a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification 

standard of Silver or greater. 

 

A new city hall is included in the city capital facilities plan.  Several sites are being 

considered for the new building, including one proposal to place it at the convergence of 

SR 522/527 near the Sammamish River with additional public amenities to enhance 

public park use on the riverfront which connects to the King County/Sammamish River 

Trail System.  Other sites under consideration are the current city hall site and in the 

Anderson Building located on the Northshore School District. 

 

Last May, the Bothell and Northshore School District jointly announced the signing of a  
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memorandum of understanding (MOU) that allows the parties to further examine the potential 

purchase of the district-owned downtown property by the city.  The approximately 18-acre site is 

located on SR 527 between NE 183
rd

 and NE 188
th

 Streets in Bothell and does not include the 

Pop Keeney Stadium and its surrounding recreational areas.  The property under the MOU is the 

former home to the Northshore School District administration offices and other educational 

facilities.  The district moved its administration offices to the Monte Villa Business Park in late 

2003 and has rented existing building space to various tenants since that time.  The city is also 

partnering with the school district by co-locating the district‟s transportation facilities and the 

city‟s public works facility on the same site in the northern area of the city out of downtown 

(currently occupying a portion of the 18-acres addressed within the MOU).  This 18-acre site 

presents a unique opportunity to initiate the revitalization of downtown with mixed use 

development and public amenities in the heart of the city‟s existing downtown. 

 

In other Bothell news…2008 brings a year of change.  Along with the exciting revitalization 

plans, the organization itself is experiencing growth and change.  With the unexpected passing of 

city attorney Michael Weight last December, the retirement announcements of two key positions 

within the city manager‟s office (assistant city manager Manny Ocampo this March and senior 

management analyst Cecelia Duncan this August), the city will be in high recruitment mode in 

the immediate future.  The Prothman Company will be performing the recruitments for the 

deputy city manager and city attorney positions while the city‟s human resources department will 

be responsible for the senior management analyst position.  All recruitment processes are 

currently underway.  If anyone is interested in these positions or knows of others who might be 

interested, please let us know. 

 

The following article appeared (2/20/2008) as the feature article on the Alliance‟s (formerly IG) 

new website at www.transformgov.org: 

 

City of Bothell Closes on Purchase of Key Property for Downtown Revitalization 

In January, City of Bothell, WA closed on its property purchase with Beta-Bothell 

Landing, LLC for approximately 2.8 acres directly adjacent to the City of Bothell Park at 

Bothell Landing site. 

The final purchase price was $6.5 million and the funds are earmarked in the City Capital 

Improvement Fund. Fourteen businesses currently lease space in the four Beta-Bothell 

Landing, LLC buildings located on this site. Businesses are allowed to continue to 

occupy their leased spaces until construction begins, which is expected to be in 2010. 

Businesses located there are eligible for federally-regulated business relocation benefits. 

The city is contracting property management services with Tierra Group, Inc. 

“This property purchase is a City commitment to reinvigorate downtown as the heart of 

advantage of the requirements of the growth management act to ensure that  
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Bothell,” said City of Bothell City Manager Bob Stowe. “With the funding that the City 

team secured in 2007 and by completing this land acquisition, we are a significant step 

closer to realizing the community vision for Downtown Bothell.” 

The property purchase is key and essential to the Bothell Crossroads SR 522 

Realignment Project. This project reduces the congested SR 522/527 intersection by 

extending SR 527 to join with the realigned SR 522 one block south, allows for a Main 

Street extension to the west, linking it with the Northshore School District site. These 

realigned streets form an enhanced network of commercial blocks for future 

development. The Bothell Crossroads project is one of several important public 

investments recommended to support the revitalization of Downtown Bothell.  

The city has secured funding from a variety of sources, including $10.7 million from the 

City Capital Facilities Plan, $7 million from the Washington State Capital Programs 

Budget and $25 million from the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization 

Board 2007 Local Infrastructure Financing Tool (LIFT) Competitive Grant Program. 

Additional funding will be pursued from a variety of sources to complete the project. 

Operating now with a peak hour delay of 59 seconds, this convergence point of State 

Routes 522 and 527 does not handle the current level of traffic efficiently. Without 

attention, this junction will degrade by 2035 to a 180 second delay, resulting in 150 cars 

waiting in a one-third mile queue for a green light. The Bothell Crossroads project is 

designed to eliminate this choke point, improve access to the historic Main Street and 

decrease neighborhood traffic. 

The Park at Bothell Landing sits adjacent to the Bothell Crossroads project area. The 

Crossroads project and the proposed downtown revitalization plan provides several 

options to enlarge the park and add amenities to better serve it. In one alternative, parking 

areas are added outside the existing park for increased capacity and elminiate existing 

parking facilities to expand recreational space. 

For Downtown Bothell Revitalization details, visit www.ci.bothell.wa.us, call the Citizen 

Inquiry Line at 425.806.6898 or email downtownplan@ci.bothell.wa.us. 

 

And there‟s more from Bothell: 

 

Manny Ocampo, assistant city manager, sends the following message: 

 

"Manny Ocampo to retire  --  good night and good luck". 

 

But Manny actually sent more, and he‟s given permission that it also appear: 

 

It is with a sense of sadness and at the same time, excitement that I now officially 

announce that after 15 years with the city of Bothell.  I will be retiring effective March 7, 

2008. 
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To say that my tenure here with the city of Bothell has been exhilerating and challenging 

would be an understatement.  We have been through so much together.  I am very proud 

of what we've been able to achieve  --  you and I  --  and I am confident what we've done 

has mattered and made a difference in people's lives.  I know it has in mine. 

 

While the public, perhaps more "visible", accomplishments we've all had a hand in, such 

as Centennial (formerly known as Thrasher's Corner) Regional Park; Cedar Grove Park; 

Stipek Park; Park at Bothell Landing Renovation; PROSAP; special events such as 

Riverfest, 4th of July, and the Concert in the Park series; support for the Chamber of 

Commerce, the Employee Recognition Lunch program; the "Roadmap" Strategic Plan;  

Tent City response; support for the UWB/CCC campus; the Bothell Development Center 

at the UWB; support for the Northshore Performing Arts Center; Human Service grant 

program, Department re-organizations of former Department re-organizations, 

earthquakes, floods, windstorms, etc., etc., etc., etc., have all been important, however, 

for me it's the professional and personal relationships with all of you I will cherish most 

of all.  

 

The people I have had the honor to work hand in hand with, both here now and those who 

have graced us before moving on, has made this job so special.  I know that you're not 

always shown overt appreciation for the large and small tasks you perform so well every 

single day, but please know that I for one recognize them.  What you do matters. 

 

I will also cherish the relationships I've forged with the good people of Bothell through 

these 15 years.  From movers and shakers to just plain ordinary folk, they have provided 

me constant reminders why I got into this profession in the first place. 

 

I plan on staying in Bothell during my "golden" retirement years.  I also plan on bringing 

in a little extra income through consulting in the public and private sector.  Anyone out 

there need a good facilitator? 

 

Before I get too maudlin, I want to conclude this e-mail (I'm sure there will be other 

opportunities to more personally express my gratitude to all of you over the next month  -  

at least I hope so) by saying "thank you" to you all for your friendship, your professional 

collaboration, your commitment to public service, and your willingness to honorably toil 

"on the front lines" every single day. 

 

Thank you all....I will miss you. 

 

Manny 
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Kenmore purchased property located on the east side of 68th Ave NE between NE 181st and NE 

182nd from the Northshore Utility District in July 2007.  The 1.6 acre site was chosen by the city 

council following a detailed site selection process.  Its location is across the street from the 

Kenmore Village project.  These two new projects will be instrumental in transforming 

Kenmore's downtown to a pedestrian friendly area with additional services and activities. 

  

BN Builders has been selected as the general contractor/construction manager for the city hall 

project.  BN is working with the rest of the city hall team, Weinstein AU (project architect) and 

Olympic Associates (owner‟s representative/project managers) as the project moves forward. 

 

The current schedule shows construction of the 22,000 square foot facility beginning in 

September 2008 with an anticipated completion date in August 2009.  The current city hall is  

located on property that will become part of the Kenmore Village by the Lake project slated for 

ground breaking in July 2009. 

 

The Kenmore library is to relocate.  The King County library system is in the design process 

for a new 10,000 square foot library in Kenmore.  Property for the $5.4 million project was 

purchased in downtown Kenmore.  The new library will include books, materials, computers, 

space for children and teens and a community meeting room.  Construction is anticipated to 

begin in late 2009 or early 2010. 

 

The draft Juanita Drive and 68
th

 Avenue NE pre-design corridor plan is currently being 

developed.  Three alternatives were presented to council in mid-February, upon which key 

design issues were decided.  The city's consultant is now finalizing a preferred alternative from 

south city limits to NE 170th Street.  The preferred alternative will feature one travel lane in each 

direction, a center turn lane with raised landscaped median (where appropriate), continuous 

bicycle lanes in both directions (5-foot wide uphill, 6-foot wide downhill) and 6.5 foot sidewalk 

on the east side of the street.  Additional work that is progressing includes:  stormwater 

conveyance, treatment and detention; utility undergrounding evaluation and cost; landscaping 

and urban design elements; right-of-way needs; project cost estimates; draft corridor plan 

preparation; coordination with the city's transportation element update project to analyze future 

traffic projections and complete corridor study from NE 170th Street to SR 522; and evaluation 

of impacts of future Lakepointe development. 

 

The Northshore Fire District has secured land for a proposed new fire station, training center and 

administration facility at the northwest corner of 73
rd

 Ave. and NE 181
st
 Street in Kenmore.  

Residents of Fire Protection District 16  --  the cities of Kenmore and Lake Forest Park  --  

approved a 20-year construction bond worth $25 million in the February primary election ballot.   
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Construction documents and permits are scheduled to be finalized by August of 2008.  Bids and 

construction will follow with occupancy scheduled for January of 2010. 

 

The downtown redevelopment project known as “Kenmore Village by the Lake” is a 9.6 acre 

mixed-use development that is projected to begin in late 2009.  The mixed-use development will 

provide nearly 100,000 square feet in retail space and 400 to 500 housing units. 

 

The project includes creating a “Central Place” in Kenmore, stimulating economic vitalization 

through business retention and attraction, and improving traffic and pedestrian circulation. 

 

Kenmore will be completing several improvements to SR 522 to increase safety, improve transit 

reliability, and ease congestion. Improvements will include adding new traffic  

signals and sidewalks, widening SR 522 for business access and transit lanes, replacing the 

Swamp Creek Bridge, and more. 

 

Construction crews are working on SR 522 between 73rd Ave. NE and 83rd Ave. NE as well as 

installing an underpass on the Burke-Gilman Trail at 73rd Ave. NE.  To stay informed about 

construction and lane closures, sign up for e-mail alerts at info@KenmoreSR522.com. 

 

David Cline, city administrator of Lake Forest Park, reports: 

 

The Town Center project is moving forward after a few years of community planning.  The 

developer put in their building plans for a “re-imaging” of their current retail areas, which if 

approved, would begin this spring and finish in the fall.  Their “redevelopment” plans are 

expected to be coming in early April.  This will include adding mixed-use retail and housing as 

well as providing more community spaces (i.e. Third Place Commons) to the city‟s major 

commercial area.  We will be working on negotiating a final development agreement over the 

next few months. 

 

The city recently adopted its priorities for the year.  A newer priority is working with our 

neighboring jurisdictions on watershed and surface water management issues, especially after the 

last storm event flooded more than 20 homes.  We are finishing up our Legacy Project, which 

has been an innovative update to our parks and open space plan.  It is a 100-year vision of the 

city‟s “green infrastructure” and has included numerous well-attended open houses and on-line 

surveys.   

 

This year we will be replacing our financial and permitting systems and also completing a five-

year effort to provide sewers to all residents.   We are reviewing the number and work plans for 

the nine public commissions we currently staff on a variety of issues.   We have an intern from 

UW working with us on identifying and creating steps to reduce our carbon footprint. 
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After a lengthy legal dispute with King County over the Burke-Gilman trail improvements and 

the definition of essential public facilities, the Lake Forest Park is reviewing their conditional 

use permit.  Construction could begin as early as this summer. 

 

Finally, we will be headed into our second biennial budget process, after a very successful first 

two years.  This budget actually fulfilled the original goal of decreasing the amount of staff time 

during the off-year, which allowed us to focus on creating a good capital budget and to tackle 

other priorities.  I‟d suggest it to any other jurisdiction. 

 

All is well in Lake Forest Park and we all are rather busy at the north end of Lake Washington. 

 

Calvin Hoggard  --  “retired” former deputy county executive and SeaTac city manager sends 

the following report: 

 

One of the projects here at King County I am working on as a retired part-timer may be of 

interest to several of our WCMA members.  It is negotiation of a unique county franchise for the 

construction of Cascade Water Alliance‟s planned water pipeline.  The Cascade Water Alliance 

(CWA) is an intergovernmental organization formed through an interlocal agreement by five 

general purpose local governments (cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, and 

Tukwila) and three special purpose districts (Covington Water District, Sammamish Plateau 

Water and Sewer District, and Skyway Water and Sewer District) in King County.  Its purpose 

is to provide a wholesale water supply to its members.  The construction entails a buried, 

approximately 20-mile long, 42-inch diameter pipeline to convey drinking water from the existing 

Tacoma Water Second Supply Pipeline to Cascade‟s Bellevue-Issaquah Pipeline.  A vast majority 

of the new pipeline route will be constructed within public road rights-of-way.  The franchise 

agreement would enable 11.2 miles of the new pipeline to be constructed by CWA in King 

County’s right-of-way.  The pipeline project will have substantial construction impacts.  Area for 

the trench itself is at least one lane wide with the working area being multi-lane.  The equipment 

is quite large and will require staging areas.  In many cases, the entire roadway will be closed as 

the pipeline is installed.  A traffic impact analysis is underway to address how to minimize traffic 

problems.  A community outreach plan is also to be undertaken.  The county is working with 

Covington to collaborate on our franchises.  CWA‟s schedule is aggressive in order to meet 

water needs.  Under the current schedule, CWA is asking that the franchise agreement be 

approved by June 2008 and permits for first construction activity to begin in October 2008 with 

completion of the entire pipeline by October 2010. 

 

Duncan Wilson, city administrator, sends this word from North Bend; 

 

North Bend is nearing the end of its nine year building and development moratorium imposed as 

a result of insufficient water rights.  The Department of Ecology has issued a preliminary Right 

of Examination which authorizes ground water withdrawal to cover growth for 50 years.  
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Unfortunately, the city received a last-minute appeal from a local landowner, but hopes are high 

that the moratorium will be lifted this summer. 

 

Planning continues on a $12 million dollar ULID that will construct a vacuum sewer system to 

the east of the city and facilitate future annexation of a significant portion of North Bend’s 

UGA. 

 

Work nears completion on a Downtown Master Plan.  As many of you know, when the I-90 

bypass was constructed, the downtown core of the city was hard hit.  With new water and an 

aggressive redevelopment plan, the face of the city should be changing in the near future. 

 

North Bend was the recipient of a $600,000 Economic Development Grant from the U.S. 

Government that was arranged by Congressman Dave Reichert.  This money will be used to 

construct the mitigation water line developed to bring new water connections to the city.  A great 

big “thank you” to the congressman for his efforts. 

 

The cities of North Bend and Snoqualmie are in the process of building a 10 watt AM radio 

station that will broadcast emergency information when needed throughout the Snoqualmie 

Valley.  When not needed for emergencies, the station will provide tourist information for those 

visiting our beautiful playground.  Thank you to Councilwoman Kathy Lambert and the entire 

King County Council for the $20,000 grant that helped fund this project. 

 

Shoreline sends in the following report: 

 

It has been a very exciting year for Shoreline and the coming year looks to be even more so.  

One of the most exciting things happening in the city is the development of the new city hall.  In 

December, the city council unanimously approved the development agreement with Opus 

Northwest for the construction of a 67,000 square foot building and a parking garage on the 

corner of N 175
th

 Street and Midvale Avenue N.  Demolition of structures currently on the site 

will begin in March and construction will begin in May.  Staff plans to move into the new 

building during the summer of 2009.  The new city hall will not only help Shoreline staff 

provide services more efficiently, but it will also provide better access and multiple uses for the 

whole community.  The design for the new city hall focuses on customer service, transparency, 

and accessibility, and the city is making a concerted effort to achieve the highest level of LEED 

certification feasible. 

 

In other news, the second phase of the Aurora Avenue North (SR 99) improvement project, 

running from N 165
th

 Street to N 205
th

 Street, is well on its way.  In December, Shoreline 

completed the environmental review process and the city council authorized moving forward 

with project design and right-of-way acquisition.  One of the main areas of focus of the Aurora 

project has been to lessen the corridor‟s environmental impacts by improving stormwater quality 

and management.  In fact, the American Road and Transportation Builders  

Association/Transportation Development Foundation awarded Shoreline, jointly with CH2MHill  
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its 2007 Globe Award for its environmental efforts in the first phase of the project.  The award 

honors excellence in environmental protection and mitigation in the U.S. transportation 

construction industry.  The second phase of the project will continue such award winning efforts. 

 

Finally, Shoreline is excited about the opening of the Shoreline Recycling and Transfer Station, 

which is the nation‟s most environmentally friendly recycling and solid waste facility.  While it 

is a King County owned and operated facility, the citizens of Shoreline are proud to have the 

first transfer station built in the country that is registered with the U.S. Green Building Council 

and eligible for a gold rating.  The facility harvests rainwater for use throughout the station, uses 

solar panels to generate electricity, and uses natural daylight for its primary lighting source.  The 

materials used to build the facility include recycled content steel, Forest Stewardship Council-

certified wood, and fly ash concrete.  Shoreline is extremely fortunate to have such an example 

of what is possible in green building technology within its borders and hopes it can be a model 

for future development in the city. 

 

Snoqualmie update: 

 

The big news in Snoqualmie is economic development.  The city was awarded a $1.4 million 

grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA).  When combined with local 

matching dollars, Snoqualmie can move forward with a $3.2 million downtown revitalization 

project.  The city is in the midst of planning for revitalization of our downtown and citywide 

sustainability.  Special public meetings abound as citizen and business involvement is 

encouraged.  Construction of the new Snoqualmie city hall in downtown is expected to begin 

shortly, which is supported in part by the EDA grant. 

 

In a rare event, Standard & Poor‟s upgraded the bond rating for Snoqualmie from A- to A+, a 

two-step upgrade.  During a review, Snoqualmie was recognized as having turned around from 

being a city with numerous financial challenges four years ago to currently having strong capital 

improvement and long-term capital planning, sound investment and debt management policies, 

and many other factors.  The major benefit of the upgrade is that it improves the ability for the 

city to market its bonds to financial institutions providing lower interest rates and lower bond 

insurance premiums. 

 

Snoqualmie now owns and operates its own REVERSE 911 system with a database specific to 

Snoqualmie.  The test period was successful with the system reaching 78% of residences in the 

database.  This success indicates that the city‟s emergency department will be able to reach all 

phone numbers in the database within one hour in the case of an emergency or disaster.  This is 

one of the first systems in King County to be fully tested and operational.  Snoqualmie is also 

in the process of acquiring an AM emergency broadcasting system. 

 

Snoqualmie has enhanced its community and human service support budget allocation for 2008, 

more than doubling its support of Snoqualmie Valley charitable agencies and non-profit  
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organizations.  The city is most interested in providing additional funds to support the greatest 

and most pressing needs of several organizations, such as Mount Si Helping Hands Food Bank. 

 

There‟s always lots of news in Snoqualmie that you can find in the “Public Notice” (news 

release) section of the Snoqualmie website at www.ci.snoqualmie.wa.us.  You can subscribe to 

our news release list by writing jpliego@ci.snoqualmie.wa.us.  

 

Joni Earl, executive director, Sound Transit, sends the following: 
 

Sound Transit continues to build the new light rail system between downtown Seattle and Sea-

Tac International Airport, opening in 2009.  Construction is going well, and by the time this is 

published, we hope to have awarded our final construction contract for the entire 16 mile 

segment.  We are also on pace to get our second federal grant to be able to start construction late 

this year for the next 3.15 mile extension to Capitol Hill and the University of Washington.  The 

FY-09 Bush budget included $100 million for this project with an expectation to execute the 

grant this year.  Our fingers are definitely crossed.  We continue to add other projects, just  

opening the long-awaited Mercer Island Park and Ride (right, Rich?), and construction ahead of 

schedule for the first ever in-freeway park and ride in south Everett.  We will also open the 

Mukilteo commuter rail station this summer.  Our year-end numbers show we carried about 14 

million riders, up from 12 million the previous year, so we are very pleased.  The biggest 

increase is in our Sounder commuter rail riders, and we are constantly hearing complaints that 

we don‟t have enough parking for riders.  (I ride that service and get to hear the complaints in a 

very direct way.) 

 

Beyond completing the Sound Move program approved by the voters, we are dusting ourselves 

off and figuring out next steps after the defeat of Proposition 1  --  Roads and Transit, this last 

fall.  The post-election research, both qualitative and quantitative, indicates that Proposition 1 

took on a life of its own, and was viewed by many (about 56%) as being too big, too long, and 

too expensive, though people surveyed didn‟t have any idea what the costs actually were.  The 

research indicates it wasn‟t any one project or program that sunk the package, it was the overall 

size and cost of the whole thing.  The forced marriage with the regional roads package is no 

longer in place under state law, so our board and staff are very focused on using the technical 

information already developed, looking at what the research shows us about the issues with the 

package, updating the needs statement and benefits of various projects and services, and crafting 

a leaner, greener, faster, and more accountable package.  As of this writing, we are working hard 

to keep the option open to be on the November 2008 ballot if the board so chooses.  The other 

option they have considered is 2010, after the light rail system is open and operating for a period 

of time.  Time costs money, so a two-year delay is significant.  At the same time, we do need to 

have a solid package that we believe has a good shot at being successful.  Over the course of the 

next few weeks and months, especially if we stay on a trajectory for a possible 2008 vote, cities 

and towns within the Sound Transit district, will hear lots of discussion about the plan 

development, funding and priorities.  We are looking for good engagement by citizens and 

jurisdictions as we go through this process.So, basically, still no dull days at Sound Transit! 
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Rich Leahy, city manager, Woodinville, sends the following: 

 

Woodinville has prevailed at the superior court and appellate court levels in its lawsuit against 

the temporary encampment group known as Tent City.  Woodinville alleged that Tent City 

breached its agreement with the city regarding the location, duration, and rules of operation for 

the temporary encampment when it decided to conduct its activities at a local church without 

permits or regulatory approvals.  Both the superior and appellate courts have sided with the city 

and ruled against the church and the encampment sponsor.  These decisions have been appealed 

to the Washington state supreme court which has agreed to hear the appeal later this year. 

previously served as city engineer.  And assistant to the city manager Justina Tate hails from 

Crestwood, Missouri, where she previously served as assistant city administrator. 

 

Woodinville has had a number of top staff changes.  The city‟s new development services 

director, Hal Hart, comes to Woodinville from Whatcom County where he served as planning 

director.  Public works director Tom Hansen comes to Woodinville from Snohomish, where he 

previously served as city engineer 

 

 

Region 13, South King County 

Doug Schulze, City Manager, City of Normandy Park 

dougs@ci.normandy-park.wa.us 

 

From Enumclaw, Mark Bauer, city administrator, sends this report: 

 

For the past 12 years Enumclaw has existed with a development moratorium based on the lack 

of sewer treatment plant capacity.  For the majority of those years, the city waited on a decision 

by the Department of Ecology on discharge standards for nutrient removal prior to their 

completion of a TMDL on the White River.  In October of last year we broke ground on a new 

$26 million facility and are well into construction with completion of the primary phase of this 

project slated for February 2009.  In addition the city is working towards completion of a city 

branding plan and market analysis for our new Expo Center, formally the King County 

Fairgrounds.  In 2002, the city partnered with the Forest Service, the National Parks Service and 

our local Chamber of Commerce to develop a jointly operated visitor welcome center on the SR 

410 entrance to Mt. Rainier.  To date we have accumulated nearly $4 million in federal grants, 

have hired OTAK to complete construction plans and specifications and plan to begin 

construction on this project this summer. 

 

From Federal Way, city manager Neal Beets sends the following report: 

 

A citizen initiative to change Federal Way’s form of government from council-manager to 

mayor-council was defeated by our voters 54% opposed to 46% in favor.  Thanks to everyone 

who provided moral support.  It is greatly appreciated. 
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In the meantime, the council has embarked on two new projects this year.  The first is a “Green 

City” effort.  The council has asked us to develop an investment plan for green tools, 

technologies, and practices.  The council will evaluate this plan in their 2009-10 budget process.  

The council has told us they do not want to focus exclusively on city operations; they want a 

broad-based effort directed toward citizens, large and small businesses, as well as addressing city 

operations and possibly those of other public entities such as the school district.  As part of this 

effort, we anticipate creating a “green ribbon” panel of residents and business owners.  More as 

this initiative takes shape. 

 

The council‟s second project this year is to build stronger linkages with our neighborhoods.  We 

are a typical suburban city without strong neighborhood ties.  However, the council wants to  

improve our outreach to and communication with neighborhoods.  Thus, as a first step, we are 

meeting twice a month with neighborhoods throughout the city.  We are using elementary 

schools and churches for meeting space. 

 

Recent notable accomplishments include the replacement of about a mile of boardwalk through 

the West Hylebos wetland.  This new boardwalk is built with recycled materials and has a more 

solid foundation.  The new boardwalk is ADA accessible.  

 

By April 1, we will have filed our “light” application for a Washington State Quality Award.  

This is our first such application.  Through the WSQA process, we hope to continue to improve 

our management services operations that include finance, IT, HR, city clerk, and budgeting. 

 

Finally, congratulations (I think) to my predecessor, David Moseley, whom the Governor 

appointed to be the new Director of the State Ferry System.  Judging by news accounts 

describing a variety of operational and maintenance problems with the Ferry System, David has 

quite a challenge before him.  But we know he is up to the challenge and we wish him well in his 

new public calling.  (Now we know who to complain to!) 

 

The following comes to us from Normandy Park city manager, Doug Schulze: 

 

The cities of Burien, SeaTac and Normandy Park have entered into an inter-local agreement 

(ILA) along with King County and the Port of Seattle for the purpose of conducting basin 

stewardship and basin monitoring coordination activities for the Miller and Walker Creeks 

Basin.  The basin stewardship program is working with volunteers, city and port staff and elected 

officials to improve water quality and provide public outreach about water quality and drainage 

issues. 

 

The First Annual Emergency Preparedness Fair will be held in Normandy Park on April 23
rd

 

from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Normandy Park Community Club.  The event is intended to 

provide the community with information about the emergency preparedness resources available 

as well as steps individuals, families and businesses should take to be prepared for disasters.   
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Participants providing information and displays during the fair include;  Normandy Park Police 

Department, Burien/Normandy Park Fire Department, American Red Cross, Puget Sound 

Energy, QFC, CERT, King County Sheriff‟s Department and several others.  The Emergency 

Preparedness Fair is one of several programs developed to meet with city‟s emergency 

preparedness mission, “Creating a Disaster Resilient Community”. 

 

Jay Covington, chief administrative officer, Renton, reports that their major focus this quarter 

has been preparing to accept 16,500 new residents to Renton from the "Benson Hill" annexation 

that was approved by voters last November with a 67 percent majority vote.  As of March 1st, 

Renton's population will be 76,562, which will move them to the tenth largest city in  

Washington (ahead of Bellingham and Kennewick).  They have two smaller annexations that 

will be approved later this year that will add another 2,500 people, so they‟ll be just under 80,000 

by year end. 

 

To meet the service demands of these annexations, they are in the process of adding 95 positions, 

and they have taken over the operations of Fire District 40.  Their fire department now provides 

service to two districts, and serves approximately 115,000. 

 

Renton and Auburn will be the first two cities to take advantage of the 2006 legislation which 

provides a state sales tax credit of 1/2 of 1 percent for annexations over 10,000 in population for 

up to ten years.  They‟ll need it, since they estimate that providing city-level services to this area 

will cost us between $2.6 and $2.9 million a year more than the revenues they‟ll receive from the 

area.  Jay says, “Tell me again why annexation is such a great idea??” 

 

The November elections also brought Renton a new Mayor (Jay‟s 4th) and two new 

councilmembers-both of whom are a positive addition.  For the first time in 12 years, Jay reports 

that he will be working with a mayor who is supported by the majority of the council.  He 

indicates he intends to enjoy it while it lasts! 

 

Jay reports further that their "Landing" mixed use commercial development will be mostly 

completed this year, with over 600,000 square feet of retail and about 900 residential housing 

units.  Revenue projections from some of the big box store openings are coming in ahead of 

schedule.  That said, he‟s sure he speaks for all of us when he says I say they are envious of Greg 

Cuoio in Lacey with Cabellas and the huge retail (100 acres??) "lifestyle center" he's adding to 

the tax rolls.  Go Greg! 

 

Jay indicates that economic development, transportation, affordable housing, financial 

sustainability, and accountability (performance management) remain his top "time takers" this 

year.  As he comes up on 18 years in Renton, succession planning is also emerging as an area of 

focus. 
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Craig Ward, city manager, SeaTac, reports: 

 

SeaTac has ramped up economic development actitivities recently in an effort to attract new  

 

development to the city, which incorporated in 1990.  In 2007, the city adopted a new economic 

development brand, Everywhere‟s Possible, as part of a compreshensive marketing strategy to 

enhance the image of the community as a place to do business and invest in new development.  

This new marketing strategy, which will be rolled out in early April, will include a new 

economic development website, an accompanying e-mail blast template, a prospective 

tenant/developer folder and corresponding info sheets, an advertising campaign, and a public 

relations effort. 

 

As this effort begins to gain attention in the region, SeaTac has already witnessed an uptick in  

development activity.  In fact, SeaTac currently has over 1,600 multi-family residential units and  

75 single family residential units in the development pipeline.  Commercial square footage 

planned in the city includes nearly 100,000 square feet of new retail space and 300,000 square 

feet of new industrial development.  Proximity to Sea-Tac International Airport continues to 

drive new development, including 710 planned new hotel rooms and 4,000 planned commercial 

parking spaces.  The city recently completed a development agreement with L&R investments to 

build a new 1,600 space commercial parking structure fronted by over 16,000 square feet of new 

retail space. 

 

SeaTac is currently emphasizing development opportunities in close proximity to two light rail 

stations that will serve the city.  Of note, the city is working on a development agreement with 

K&S Developments, LLC, that would include over 800 new residential units and a significant 

amount of retail square footage near the Tukwila International Boulevard Station.  SeaTac is 

also working with property owners adjacent to the SeaTac/Airport Light Rail Station to create a 

new city center, inclusive of an entertainment district and other uses. 

 

Once again the SeaTac partnered with local schools, the Family Resource Center, businesses and 

community members to provide holiday assistance to families in need living in SeaTac.  The 

program served 268 people (145 children, 73 adults and 50 seniors).  Businesses, community 

members, schools, and SeaTac employees contributed generously in time, money and gifts to 

make this program a success.  Thank you to all who participated! 

 

The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting has been awarded to 

SeaTac by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada 

(GFOA) for its comprehensive annual financial report (CAFR).  The Certificate of Achievement 

is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, 

and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its management. 

 

The award has been presented to Brenda J. Rolph, Assistant Finance Director, the individual 

designated by the city as primarily responsible for preparing the award-winning CAFR.  The  
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CAFR has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program including 

demonstrating constructive “spirit of full disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial story 

and motivate potential users and user groups to read the CAFR. 

 

The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association serving approximately 16,000 government 

finance professionals with offices in Chicago, IL, and Washington, D.C. 

 

Each year, SeaTac competes for Community Development Block Grant dollars through King 

County to implement the Minor Home Repair Program.  In 2007, the city received $24,666.00 to  

implement this program.  45 jobs were completed leaving only .57 cents in the budget at year 

end.  The city received dollars to provide the Minor Home Repair program in 2008. 

 

Rhonda Berry, city administrator, Tukwila, submits the following: 

 

In January, the Tukwila city council selected a new member to serve the remaining two years of 

the position formerly held by Jim Haggerton, which was vacated upon Jim‟s election as mayor.  

Seven highly qualified and capable community members applied for the position, and endured an 

extensive public interview process.  In the end the council selected De‟Sean Quinn from a 

talented field.  By day, De‟Sean works in the office of King County Executive Ron Sims.  Many 

of you will meet De‟Sean soon in that he has made a career move from that of County 

Executive‟s Liaison to the County Council to Intergovernmental Relations Liaison, working with 

King County cities. 

 

Much controversy has arisen from Tukwila’s Centennial Celebration kick-off.  For those of you 

who didn‟t catch the news  --  Tukwila was the place of the first white settlement in the Seattle 

area, NOT Alki.  The Luther Collins party landed on the banks of the Duwamish a full 8 months 

prior to the Denny party landed at Alki.  Expect much to be made of this claim in the next 

several months as historians seek to confirm or deny what has long been an urban legend. 

 

Those of you Walt Wagner fans out there (remember Walt Wagner, the piano soloist reminiscent 

of Windham Hill artists?) should note that the city‟s next big Centennial event will be a Walt 

Wagner concert at the Foster Performing Arts Center on March 29. cDetails can be found on the 

city‟s Centennial website  --  www.tukwila100.com. 

 

The city council voted to amend the contract with StarFire Sports at Ft. Dent Park.  Currently 

Starfire operates soccer and softball programs at the park.  With the award of a Major League 

Soccer franchise to Seattle, Starfire is seeking to land a bid to be the official training facility of 

the MLS team.  In order to do so, Starfire will eliminate the four softball fields and add 2 MLS-

regulation sized fields (one grass, one turf) and 2 mod-soccer sized fields for younger players. 

 

In another soccer related note, the Seattle Sounders will abandon Qwest Field as their home field 

and play their 2008 season home games at StarFire Sports Complex at Ft. Dent Park. 
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Tukwila’s attempt to gain authority to create a public facilities district seems dead in the water 

with this year‟s state legislative delegation.  We‟ll try again next year. 

 

That‟s all the news that‟s fit to print from Tukwila this time around.  More to come, I‟m sure. 

  

Karen Goroski, executive director Suburban Cities Association, sends the following report: 

 

On March 29, Suburban Cities Association will host a conference entitled "Connecting with the 

Youth of Our Cities" at the Mercer Island Community Center.  The conference will open with a 

presentation by Lawrence Stone, Executive Director of the Big Homie Program, who uses his 

street knowledge as a former gang member and drug dealer to teach both adult and teen  

audiences about how to unravel the appeal of youth gangs.  A panel made up of city youth will  

respond.  After a break, in three concurrent sessions, panels of four under the general topics of 

Public Safety and Justice, Embracing Cultural and Economic Diversity and Approaches that 

Work will present and identify successful approaches.  After lunch (which is provided) the 

sessions will run again.  The opening session begins at 9:30 a. m. and we will finish about 4 p. 

m..  Cities are encouraged to bring their youth representatives.  Attendance will earn three AWC 

advanced CML credits.  For additional registration information, please email 

sca@suburbancities.org.  

 

 

Region 14, Pierce County 

Rob Karlinsey, City Administrator, City of Gig Harbor 

karlinseyr@cityofgigharbor.net 

 

Don Morrison, city administrator of Bonney Lake reports: 

 

Bonney Lake welcomed two new councilmembers, both of whom seem eager to make their 

mark on the city. 

 

The city has selected an architect to design an "Interim Justice Center", a 21,000 sf building that 

will service court, council, executive, and a few minor divisions until we can complete our civic 

center campus in 5-10 years.  City hall was built in the early 1970s when we had 4,000 residents 

and 40 employees.  Now we have 16,000 residents and 140 employees.  Every nook and cranny 

is occupied and we physically don't have the space to put 4 currently budgeted positions.  The 

new justice center will be the first building in the town center plan, and will serve as a model for 

others.  A public-private partnership is developing a Main Street extension and mixed-use 

development  --  framing in the north end of downtown.  We continue to assemble land for the 

civic center campus. 

 

The city recently annexed a water reservoir site into the city under the annexation for municipal 

purposes statute.  The county has cried foul as the site is outside our UGA.  We may be headed  
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for a test case to determine if the intent of the GMA was eliminate municipal purpose 

annexations, and if there is a distinction between municipal and general purpose annexations.  If 

anyone has annexed for municipal purposes outside a UGA in the post-GMA era, we would love 

to hear from you. 

 

We are working on establishing the foundation of a regional dispatch center for East Pierce 

County, with Puyallup, Bonney Lake and Sumner as initial partners. 

 

 

The Gig Harbor report comes from Rob Karlinsey, city administrator: 

 

Here is a list of some development projects going on in Gig Harbor: 

 

Uptown retail center is gradually opening.  Stores already open include Borders, Coldwater 

Creek, Chicos, Panera Bread, and Jamba Juice.  A high-tech, multiplex movie theatre will open 

in mid March. 

 

Costco opened in Gig Harbor North last November, and it's going gangbusters. 

 

YMCA, also in Gig Harbor North, opened last August, and they've almost tripled the 

membership enrollments they projected. 

 

The Franciscans are constructing an 80-bed hospital that will bring 450 new family wage jobs to 

Gig Harbor.  Opening is scheduled for January 2009.  Significant medical office buildings are 

also following close behind. 

 

Gig Harbor currently has 1,700 dwelling units in the permit pipeline, 30% of which are senior 

housing.  We also have 1.3 million square feet of commercial in the permit pipeline.  Just about 

all of these projects have infrastructure capacity reserved, but new permit applications are stalled 

because we are in a "de facto" moratorium due to lack of sewer capacity for these new projects.  

We are working as fast as we can to get the sewer treatment plant expanded, but it will take us 

about two years.  Until then, a lot of developments are on hold. 

 

We have over $17 million in wastewater system improvements that need to be done over the next 

two years, including our $10 million treatment plant expansion and a 9,200-foot outfall extension 

from Gig Harbor Bay to Colvos Passage.  We are proposing a 250% increase in our sewer 

connection fees to help pay for these projects.  The development community is balking at this 

increase, but it appears that my mayor and city council are standing shoulder to shoulder with me 

on this.  Final adoption is scheduled for March 10.  We are also proposing a similar increase 

(about 100%) in water connection fees, and we are also proposing a brand new stormwater 

connection fee (something I did not know was possible until just a few months ago).  The new 

storm water fee will help us comply with NPDES II. 

 

Rob‟s final word is, “For a small town of only 6,800 people, we have a lot going on!” 
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Andrew Neiditz, city manager, Lakewood, reports: 

 

Lakewood broke ground on February 21
st
 for a new police station to be built about a mile from 

city hall.  The 41,000 SF one-story facility will house our department, with a current staffing 

level of 130 FTE, and the overall project cost is $12.2 million.  The facility will include an 

indoor firing range for training. 

 

Lakewood is working cooperatively with Pierce County in pursuit of state and federal funds to 

acquire private properties in the city which are in the “clear zone” north of the runway of 

McChord Air Force Base.  Resolving issues of encroachment related to our military bases is a 

city priority, especially in the face of BRAC base reductions and closures in other parts of the 

country.  The financial impact in the South Sound area of McChord and Fort Lewis is at the 

multi-billion dollar level. 

 

Lakewood has recently initiated a “360 evaluation” process to allow for management staff to be 

evaluated by their subordinate employees.  The testing of the process, with the city manager as 

the subject, has taken place, and the full range of evaluation will commence shortly. 

 

From Sumner, city administrator John Doan reports: 

 

As we head into 2008, with the uncertainty of the economy, we've made a few course corrections 

to delay certain projects and trim some expenses.  The big wild card is a pending annexation into 

the local fire district which is planned for April 22nd.  That will be a significant step in 

stabilizing our general fund and completing four years of fire and emergency service 

consolidation work.  A major branding and marketing plan project will wrap up later this spring 

as we are working with several community partners to develop an image that can cut across 

different tourism business, the city, and the downtown association to promote a unified Sumner.  

Regional partnerships continue to be a focus for the city for animal control (Sumner and 

Puyallup partner to provide the service to our communities along with Edgewood and Bonney 

Lake), communications (we are looking at options for consolidated services), and studying a 

potential shared YMCA facility with Bonney Lake. 

 

We are working as fast as we can to get the sewer treatment plant expanded, but it will take us 

about two years.  Until then, a lot of developments are on hold. 

 

 

The mechanics of WCMA News 

 

We have been advised at MRSC to try not to send large attachments by web.  Apparently it has 

to do with overloading the equipment here, and also perhaps something to do with the new spam 

filters in use, both on the MRSC end, and on your end.  We‟ve had a number of complaints in the 

past about people not being able to open a large attachment, specifically WCMA News.  For that  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WCMA News  34          March 2008 

 



reason, this issue is NOT being sent as an attachment to the folks signed up for the mass e-mail 

broadcast.  Instead, the WCMA website is being utilized by having the new issue posted there.  

And then the mass e-mail facility is being used to let you know that the new issue has been 

posted to the website.  If for some reason you have trouble opening it or obtaining it through the 

web, please let me know.  Send an e-mail to Ron Bartels at rbartels@mrsc.org.  And I‟m hoping  

that you‟ll talk up the fact that it‟s out there among those WCMA folk in your area.  If you hear 

of someone who isn‟t aware of it, please call this to their attention.  And perhaps tell them how 

to gain access.  The way is: 

 

A. Go to the WCMA website at http://wccma.org. 

 

B. In the stripe at the top of the page, you‟ll see “Newsletter”.  Click on it. 

 

C. The page that comes up contains links to all the past issues of WCMA News  

that were put out in electronic format, as well as the new and current one.  That‟s 

Volume 19, No. 3, December 2007, the “hot off the press” issue. 

 

D. If you stumble onto somebody who does not have computer access, please also let 

us know at dknutson@mrsc.org.  We can mail them a paper copy.  They should 

be a member of WCMA, so perhaps some arm twisting is in order. 

 

Ron Bartels, editor 

WCMA News 

 

 

Transitions 

 

Arlene Fisher, who was formerly the director of finance/administration at Liberty Lake, has 

been named the city administrator of Cheney. 

 

Lewis “Griff” Griffin has been named the city administrator of Connell.  He was formerly city 

administrator of Liberty Lake. 

 

David Mercier, city manager of Spokane Valley, has been recognized as an ICMA credentialed 

manager. 

 

Lynn Nordby, formerly city administrator of Bainbridge Island and a consultant with 

MuniFinancial, has been appointed the new public policy and management consultant at MRSC. 

 

Manny Ocampo has announced that he will retire as assistant city manager of Bothell in March. 

 

Jerry Osterman is serving as interim city administrator of Sun Valley, Idaho. 
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Robert Strope, former city administrator of Cheney (and a member of WCMA), has been 

appointed city manager of La Grande, Oregon. 

 

Art Tackett, city administrator of Connell, has retired from that position.  He is now the 

economic development director for Benton-Franklin Council of Governments.. 

 

Justina Tate has been appointed assistant to the city manager.  She was formerly assistant city 

manager of Crestwood, Missouri. 

 

 

WCMA Officers and Board Members 

 
President  Andrew Neiditz, City Manager, Lakewood 

   (253) 589-2489  aneiditz@cityoflakewood.us 

 

Vice President  Ben Yazici, City Manager, Sammamish 

   (425) 836-7902  byazici@ci.sammamish.wa.us 

 

Past President  Duane Cole, City Manager, Walla Walla 

   (509) 527-4522  dcole@ci.walla-walla.wa.us 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Richard Yukubousky, Executive Director of MRSC 

   (206) 625-1300  ryukubousky@mrsc.org 

 

Board of Directors 
   

 (2006 - 2008) 

   Charlie Bush, Assistant to the City Manager, Bellevue 

   (425) 452-6837  CBush@bellevuewa.gov 

 

   Pat McDonnell, City Manager, Vancouver 

   (360) 696-8121  pat.mcdonnell@ci.vancouver.wa.us 

 

Cathy Mulhall, County Administrator, Chelan County 

   (509) 667-6216  cathy.mulhall@co.chelan.wa.us 

 

 (2007 – 2009) 

   Bob Hammond, City Manager, Kennewick 

   (509) 585-4238  robert.hammond@ci.kennewick.wa.us 

 

   Tansy Hayward, Assistant to the City Manager, Tacoma  

   (253) 591-5133  thayward@cityoftacoma.org 

 

   Julie Modrzejewski, Assistant City Manager, Shoreline 

   (206) 546-8978  jmodrzez@ci.shoreline.wa.us 

    

   Gary Tomsic, City Manager, Blaine 

   (360) 332-8311  gtomsic@cityofblaine.com 
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   Ex Officio members 

 

 Stan Finkelstein, Executive Director, Association of Washington Cities 

 (360) 753-4137  stanf@awcnet.org 

 

 Ron Bartels, RangeRider rangeriderwest@comcast.net 

 (360) 438-5216 

 

 Roger Crum, RangeRider 

 (509) 363-0034  rdcrum@comcast.net 

 

Al Locke, RangeRider 

(360) 427-4271  jeanynal@earthlink.com 

  

Stan McNutt, RangeRider 

(208) 245-5043  rangerider@smgazette.com 

 

L. Joe Miller, RangeRider 

(425) 454-9793   

 

2008 Calendar 

 

• Northwest Management Conference, March 11  --  14, 2008, Salishan Lodge & 

Resort, Gleneden Beach (near Lincoln City), Oregon 

 

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference, June 17  --  20, 

2008, Yakima, Washington (AWC 75
th

 Anniversary  --  and it all started in 

Yakima!) 

 

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, August 19  --  22, Sun Mountain Lodge, Winthrop, Washington  

 

• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, September 19  --  24, 2008, Richmond, Virginia 

 

2009 Calendar 

  

• Northwest Management Conference, to be announced, Vancouver, Washington.   

 

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference, June 23  --  26,  

2009, Spokane, Washington 

   

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, Suncadia, Cle Elum, Washington 
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• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, September 11  --  16. 2009, Montréal, Quebéc, Canada 

 

2010 Calendar 

 

• Northwest Management Conference, to be announced, Oregon 

 

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference, June 22  --  25,  

2010, Vancouver, Washington 

 

• Washington City/County Management Association (WCMA) Summer 

Conference, to be announced 

 

• International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Annual 

Conference, October 17  --  20, 2010, San Jose/Santa Clara County, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WCMA News is a publication of the Washington City/County 

 Management Association.  President, Andrew Neiditz 
 Editor, Ron Bartels 

 
Please send news articles to: 

 
WCMA News c/o MRSC 

2601 4
th
 Avenue, Suite 800        Seattle, WA 98121-1280 

(206) 625-1300 Phone  1-800-933-6772 
(206) 625-1220 Fax 

 
or preferably e-mail rbartels@mrsc.org or to 

rangeriderwest@comcast.net 
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